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Over  the  years  the  emphasis  in  the  move- 
ment that  is  bringing  separated  churches  into 
unity  has  swung  between  the  opening  of 
negotiations  and  their  completion ; in  these 
two  years  only  one  newly  united  church  has 
come  into  being,  but  several  new  negotiations 
have  begun,  some  of  them  involving  churches 
which  consider  themselves  conservative. 

Three  questions,  in  particular,  have  become 
more  influential  wherever  church  union  is 
discussed  and  negotiated  : the  relation  of  the 
local  to  the  universal  (the  conciliarity  discus- 
sion) ; the  contributions  of  the  various  bilat- 
eral discussions  between  world  families  of 
churches  ; the  relationship  of  the  agreements 
reached  between  churches  on  traditionally 
divisive  issues  and  the  new  unities  (and  dis- 
unities) being  experienced  in  the  world. 

As  this  issue  of  The  Ecumenical  Review 
makes  clear,  one  of  the  more  important 
general  events  in  the  past  two  years  relating 
to  church  union  was  the  consultation  on 
‘Concepts  of  Unity  and  Models  of  Union’ 
held  in  Salamanca,  Spain,  in  September  1973. 
The  report  of  this  consultation  indicates  how 
each  of  these  three  questions  has  entered  the 
unity  agenda ; they  will  also  play  a part  in 
the  work  of  Section  II,  ‘What  Unity  Re- 
quires’, at  the  next  WCC  Assembly  in  1975. 

Earlier  conferences  on  questions  concern- 
ing church  union  were  held  in  1967  at  Bossey, 
Switzerland  (see  Mid- Stream , Council  on 
Christian  Unity,  Indianapolis,  Vol.  VI, 
No.  3)  and  in  1970  at  Limuru,  Kenya  (see 
Mid-Stream , Vol.  IX,  Nos.  2-3).  These 
meetings  focused  more  or  less  exclusively  on 
church  union  for  its  own  sake.  Since  1970, 
however,  it  has  become  increasingly  clear 
that  these  other  three  aspects  of  the  discus- 
sion cannot  be  kept  isolated  from  union  any 
longer  — the  various  models  are  inseparably 
related,  they  have  a contribution  to  make  to 
one  another,  and,  above  all,  they  need  to 
be  correlated  if  they  are  to  avoid  working 
at  cross  purposes. 

In  the  Salamanca  discussions  it  was  evident 
that  the  achievement  of  organic  unity  on  the 
congregational,  regional  and  national  levels 
has  priority  — what  church  union  accom- 
plishes thus  continues  to  be  part  of  the  very 
definition  of  the  unity  being  sought  in  the 
ecumenical  movement.  But  at  this  point  the 


question  of  relations  with  other  levels  enters 
in.  ‘The  one  Church  is  to  be  envisioned  as  a 
conciliar  fellowship  of  local  churches  which 
are  themselves  truly  united’  (cf.  above, 
p.  293).  That  is  to  say,  even  organically 
united  churches  in  a nation  or  region  will 
need  a conciliar  expression  of  their  oneness 
in  Christ  with  the  churches  elsewhere. 

Integrally  related  to  this  first  question  is 
the  long-range  attempt  to  reach  consensus 
on  baptism,  eucharist  and  ministry.  The 
contributions  of  Faith  and  Order  efforts,  as 
of  bilateral  conversations  on  these  subjects 
by  the  world  families  of  churches,  were  seen 
as  essential. 

Salamanca  was  also  an  occasion  for  the 
articulation  of  sharp  questions  about  the 
adequacy  of  union  as  a model  of  unity.  The 
paper  from  a Latin  American  viewpoint 
(above,  p.  210)  eloquently  attests  the  attrac- 
tion of  a notion  of  unity  which  groups  people 
together  across  confessional  lines  around 
social  and  political  issues.  Although  the 
questions  raised  by  such  manifestations  of 
unity  have  not  usually  been  dealt  with  ade- 
quately in  traditional  negotiations,  a con- 
ciliar fellowship  would,  by  definition,  attempt 
to  keep  such  divergent  viewpoints  in  fruitful 
tension  within  its  mutual  acceptance. 

In  this  survey  we  have  attempted  an  in- 
novation in  the  assembling  of  information 
from  Africa.  In  collaboration  with  the  All 
Africa  Conference  of  Churches,  the  Faith 
and  Order  secretariat  was  assisted  by  an 
African  theologian,  Mr  Luther  Banga,  who 
travelled  in  several  African  countries,  gathered 
information,  and  wrote  that  part  of  the  survey 
describing  union  negotiations  on  that  con- 
tinent. We  owe  our  thanks  to  Mr  Banga  for 
his  work ; his  paper  will  form  the  basis  of  a 
discussion  on  church  union  in  Africa  to  be 
held  in  conjunction  with  the  Faith  and  Order 
Commission  meeting  in  Accra,  Ghana,  in 
July  1974. 

Earlier  information  and  surveys  on  church 
union  have  been  published  as  follows : 

A Decade  of  Objective  Progress  in  Church 
Unity  : 1927-1936 , by  H.  Paul  Dou- 
glas, New  York : Harper  and  Brothers, 
1937  ; Towards  Church  Union , by  Ste- 
phen Neill,  London:  SCM  Press,  1952; 
regular  surveys  in  The  Ecumenical 
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Review : April  1954,  p.  300 ; October 
1955,  p.  76;  April  1957,  p.  284;  January 

1960,  p.  231  ; April  1962,  p.  381  ; July 

1964,  p.  406;  July  1966,  p.  345;  July 

1968,  p.  263 ; July  1970,  p.  251  ; July 

1972,  p.  353. 

Gerald  F.  Moede 
Faith  and  Order  Secretariat 


AFRICA 
West  Africa 

GHANA 

Following  on  the  visit  in  1955  of  Bishop 
Sumitra,  Moderator  of  the  Church  of  South 
India,  to  the  Christian  Council  of  Ghana, 
the  Council  asked  its  Executive  to  explore 
the  possibilities  and  means  by  which  church 
union  negotiations  might  be  started  in  Ghana. 
In  1956  the  leaders  of  the  four  main  member 
churches  of  the  Council  were  asked  to  con- 
sider the  possibility  of  setting  up  a Church 
Union  Committee.  As  a result  of  this  invita- 
tion, the  representatives  of  the  Synods  of 
these  four  churches  voted  unanimously  in 
1957  to  open  negotiations  between  their 
churches  with  a view  to  organic  union  among 
them.  The  four  churches  were  : 

Diocese  of  Accra,  Church  of  the  Province  of 

West  Africa,  known  locally  as  the  Anglican 

Church ; 

Evangelical  Presbyterian  Church,  Ghana ; 

Methodist  Church  in  Ghana ; 

Presbyterian  Church  of  Ghana  ; 

These  four  churches  were  joined  later  in 

the  negotiations  by  : 

African  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  ; 

Mennonite  Church ; 

Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  of  Ghana. 

The  following  sent  observers  to  the  Union 
Committee : 

Baptist  Church  of  Ghana  ; 

Roman  Catholic  Church ; 

two  Pentecostal  churches. 

These  negotiations  are  progressing  in  an 
open  and  constructive  spirit.  At  present  the 
major  preoccupation  of  the  Union  Com- 
mittee and  member  churches  is  the  carrying 
out  of  the  programme  of  union  by  stages, 
as  outlined  by  the  Union  Committee  and 
approved  by  the  member  churches.  This 


programme  by  stages  extends  until  union 
is  achieved  and  includes  the  following  parts  : 

1972- 73  : period  in  which  the  Union  Com- 
mittee was  to  complete  the  proposals  for 
union  for  submission  to  member  churches  ; 
at  the  same  time  all  the  churches  engaged 
in  the  discussions  were  to  undertake  an 
intensive  campaign  of  education  for  union 
in  the  congregations  or  parish  communities. 

1973- 75  : three  things  were  to  be  done  in 
this  period : 

1 . Leave  time  for  the  member  churches  of 
the  Union  Committee  to  study  the 
proposals  for  union,  to  comment  on 
them,  should  they  wish  to  do  so,  and 
finally  to  vote  on  them. 

2.  Undertake  a detailed  preparation  for 
the  accomplishment  of  the  union. 

3.  Intensify  education  for  union  and  con- 
tinue to  pursue  common  action. 

1975-76  : if  satisfactory  progress  is  achieved 
in  the  preceding  stages,  this  is  the  period 
in  which  the  union  will  take  place. 

Since  Mr  Banga’s  report  was  written,  an 
additional  development  has  taken  place : on 
the  evening  of  6 December  1973,  at  a public 
service  in  the  Church  of  the  Resurrection, 
Accra,  the  Ghana  Church  Union  Committee 
handed  over  the  ‘Proposals  for  Church 
Union  in  Ghana : The  Inauguration  and 
Constitution  of  the  United  Church’  to  repre- 
sentatives of  the  seven  negotiating  churches. 
The  negotiating  churches  have  been  asked 
to  consider  the  proposals  during  1974-75  with 
a view  to  taking  their  decisions  on  Church 
Union  in  1975. 

(ER  1957,  p.  287;  1960,  p.  234;  1962, 
pp.  351  f. ; 1964,  pp.  407  f.  ; 1966,  pp.  347  ff. ; 
1968,  pp.  266  f. ; 1970,  p.  254;  1972, 
pp.  354  f.) 


NIGERIA 

Negotiations  for  union  between  the  Angli- 
can, Methodist  and  Presbyterian  Churches  of 
Nigeria  were  on  the  verge  of  success  in  1965 
and  an  Inauguration  Committee  of  the 
Church  of  Nigeria  was  already  in  existence, 
when  suddenly  the  organic  union  of  these 
churches  broke  down.  Everyone  was  greatly 
disappointed.  The  civil  war  that  broke  out 
in  Nigeria  in  1967  only  complicated  the 
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situation  during  the  three  years  it  lasted. 
Church  union  negotiations  were  at  a standstill. 

Dialogue  reopened  in  1971  in  the  frame- 
work of  the  Inauguration  Committee,  but 
the  latter,  outstripped  by  events,  had  to  be 
dissolved  and  replaced  by  a new  Church 
Union  Committee.  This  found  that  it  was 
indispensable,  before  any  further  discussions, 
to  undertake  a national  evangelization  cam- 
paign, a veritable  crusade.  This  was  intended 
to  make  all  the  churches  aware,  at  all  levels, 
of  the  need  to  live  together  in  an  organic 
union  of  the  churches  in  Nigeria,  and  also 
to  widen  if  possible  the  circle  of  churches 
negotiating  for  union.  As  a result,  on  the 
occasion  of  this  evangelization  campaign, 
the  three  churches  originally  involved  were 
joined  by : the  Baptist  Convention,  the  Christ 
Apostolic  Church,  the  Salvation  Army  and 
some  African  Free  Churches.  The  importance 
of  this  evangelization  campaign  consists 
above  all  in  the  spiritual  preparation  of 
everyone,  education  in  unity  of  witness,  the 
experience  of  common  sharing  in  the  same 
Gospel  message  and  the  same  mission. 

At  the  end  of  the  campaign,  each  par- 
ticipating Church  will  be  asked  to  submit  a 
report  stating  frankly  whether  it  wants  to 
take  part  or  not  in  negotiations  for  union 
with  the  others.  The  Church  Union  Com- 
mittee in  Nigeria  is  placing  great  hopes  in 
the  evangelization  campaign  as  regards  the 
enlargement  of  the  Committee,  a new  orienta- 
tion in  the  quest  for  organic  union,  and  the 
achievement  of  success  this  time. 

(ER  1955,  p.  82;  1960,  p.  234;  1962, 
pp.  355  f. ; 1964,  pp.  411  f.  ; 1966,  p.  352; 
1968,  p.  269.) 


Central  Africa 

CAMEROON 

The  following  churches  are  engaged  in 
conversations  on  organic  union  in  Cameroon  : 

Cameroon  Presbyterian  Church  ; 
Evangelical  Church  of  Cameroon  ; 
Presbyterian  Church  in  West  Cameroon  ; 
African  Protestant  Church. 

As  observer  churches  in  the  Union  Com- 
mittee : 

Cameroon  Baptist  Churches  Union ; 


Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  of  Cameroon 

(this  attended  only  once  in  September  1967). 

In  1966  the  Union  Committee  and  its 
sub-committees  began  to  work  out  a draft 
Constitution  of  the  United  Church.  After 
discussion  and  completion  by  the  Union 
Committee,  this  draft  was  to  be  submitted 
for  study  to  the  churches  concerned,  with 
the  recommendation  that  this  study  be  spread 
over  three  years,  from  1969  to  1971. 

In  1972  the  Union  Committee  dealt  with 
amendments  to  the  draft  constitution  already 
proposed  by  the  member  churches. 

In  the  course  of  the  same  year,  1972,  the 
representatives  of  the  churches  in  question 
unanimously  declared  their  intention  to  have 
a common  School  of  Theology. 

So  far,  the  Union  Committee  has  been 
able  definitively  to  adopt  only  the  first  part 
of  the  Constitution,  which  deals  with  the 
basic  principles  of  the  United  Church ; this 
is  the  only  part  on  which  all  the  churches 
concerned  have  already  expressed  agreement. 

The  question  of  the  United  School  of 
Theology  is  very  much  in  the  minds  of  these 
churches ; they  still  have  to  arrange  ways 
of  achieving  this  project. 

(ER  1966,  pp.  346  f. ; 1968,  pp.  265  ff  ; 
1970,  p.  253  ; 1972,  p.  354.) 

ZAIRE 

L’Eglise  du  Christ  au  Zaire 

The  year  1970  marked  a very  important 
turning-point  in  the  history  of  Protestantism 
in  Zaire.  In  fact  at  this  date  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  Protestant  Council  of  the 
Congo,  meeting  from  28  February  to  8 March 
that  year  at  its  49th  session,  put  an  end  to 
the  existence  of  the  Missions  as  institutions, 
thus  suppressing  the  parallel  existence  of 
missionary  associations  and  local  churches 
founded  by  them,  which  for  years  had  been 
something  of  a handicap  and  a cause  of 
discord. 

By  a vote  of  32  members  for,  14  against, 
with  2 abstentions,  the  same  Assembly  which 
had  just  suppressed  the  Missions  proceeded 
to  transform  the  Protestant  Council  of  the 
Congo  into  the  Church  of  Christ  in  the 
Congo,  which,  with  the  country’s  change 
of  name,  became  the  Church  of  Christ  of 
Zaire  (ECZ). 
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This  change  of  structures  did  not  win  every- 
one’s approval  and  those  members  of  the 
former  Protestant  Council  of  the  Congo  who 
had  been  opposed  to  it  began  to  voice  their 
fears  that  their  autonomy  might  be  lost  in 
the  new  organization,  where  they  were  no 
longer  going  to  be  considered  as  independent 
‘churches’,  but  rather  as  communities  of  the 
Church  of  Christ  in  Zaire. 

On  the  other  hand,  those  who  approved 
of  the  transformation  of  the  CPC  into  the 
ECZ,  saw  in  the  birth  of  the  Church  of 
Christ  of  Zaire  a positive  response  to  the 
Word  of  God,  for  in  the  text  introducing 
the  Constitution  of  that  Church  we  read : 
‘To  perpetuate  divisions  is  disobedience  pure 
and  simple  to  the  Word  of  God.’ 

It  must  be  admitted  that  the  fears  expressed 
on  the  occasion  of  the  birth  of  the  ECZ 
appear  very  definitely  to  be  those  of  foreign 
missionaries  rather  than  those  of  the  people 
of  Zaire.  And  it  is  important  in  this  con- 
nection to  note  that  there  have  been  almost 
as  many  missionaries  working  in  Zaire  as 
native  pastors.  This  situation  has  become  an 
obstacle  to  the  autonomy  of  the  churches  of 
Zaire,  all  the  more  so  because  certain  mis- 
sionaries threatened  the  indigenous  popula- 
tion, whose  spokesmen  they  considered  they 
had  the  right  to  be,  in  refusing  the  ECZ  and 
rejecting  the  unity  of  Zaire  Protestantism. 

At  the  instigation  of  some  of  these  mis- 
sionaries, influencing  certain  church  leaders 
in  Zaire,  there  was  created,  immediately  after 
the  birth  of  the  ECZ,  a rival  organization 
called  the  ‘Council  of  Protestant  Churches 
in  Zaire’  (CEPZA). 

The  Protestant  churches  were  living  in 
this  situation  of  tension  or  even  of  disorder 
when,  a year  later,  on  31  December  1971, 
the  Zaire  government  promulgated  the  law 
regulating  the  practice  of  religious  worship 
in  the  Republic  of  Zaire.  Contrary  to  what 
some  have  thought,  especially  outside  Zaire, 
this  law  did  not  originate  in  the  creation  of 
the  ECZ.  It  was  due  to  the  fact  that  in  view 
of  the  imperative  need  for  national  unity, 
and  in  face  of  the  danger  of  disorder  caused 
by  the  recrudescence  of  religious  sects  in 
Zaire,  the  state  cristallized  its  attitude  round 
three  essential  points  : the  desire  for  efficiency 
in  the  relations  between  Church  and  State ; 
the  need  to  avert  the  danger  of  divisions 
caused  by  churches  with  an  ethnic,  individual 
or  even  subversive  basis ; the  need  to  in- 


tegrate the  vital  forces  of  the  nation  under 
the  aegis  of  the  Party  (MPR-JMPR). 

Quite  simply,  the  creation  of  the  ECZ 
had  been  welcomed  by  the  Zaire  State,  all 
the  more  so  because  it  coincided  in  a way 
with  the  State’s  objectives  : to  unify  Zaire, 
to  make  the  people  aware  of  Zaire  as  an 
individual  entity.  Thus  the  law  regulating 
religious  worship  in  Zaire  was  not  created 
for  the  ECZ  as  such.  In  reality  the  law  was 
a purely  political  act,  which  happened  to 
reinforce  the  aims  of  the  ECZ. 

Henceforth,  to  survive  in  Zaire  every 
Protestant  church  has  the  choice  of  two 
possibilities:  either  (a)  to  fulfil  the  condi- 
tions for  recognition  laid  down  by  the  law, 
which  is  not  easy ; or  (b)  to  become  a mem- 
ber of  the  ECZ,  though  retaining  full  auto- 
nomy. This  is  what  most  of  the  churches 
finally  chose.  As  a result,  instead  of  the 
48  original  members  of  the  ECZ  in  1970, 
there  are  now  79. 

The  dominant  principle  in  the  ECZ  at 
present  is  therefore  that  of  unity  in  diversity 
(cf.  the  Constitution).  It  must  be  admitted 
however,  that  this  is  only  a realistic  stage 
towards  organic  unity. 

There  is  no  strategy  actually  devised  for 
this  purpose,  but  it  is  noticeable  that  life 
together  is  gradually  bringing  about  struc- 
tures of  close  collaboration. 

In  addition  to  the  maintenance  and  further 
strengthening  of  structures  established  by 
the  former  CPC,  such  as  chaplaincies,  edu- 
cation, medical  work,  evangelization,  there 
are : 

— initial  rapprochement  between  communi- 
ties of  the  same  obedience  (Baptists, 
Methodists,  etc.) ; 

— a common  mission/theological  training ; 

— development  projects  common  to  all 
communities ; 

— progressive  centralization  of  efforts  ; 

— an  intercommunity  commission  to  inter- 
vene in  case  of  conflict  between  com- 
munities or  within  a single  community. 

Conclusion 

The  formula  of  unity  in  diversity  is  called 
upon  to  give  place  in  future  to  another,  more 
appropriate  to  the  Zaire  context  and  which 
the  people  of  Zaire  will  certainly  find  for 
themselves. 
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This  is  what  ecclesiastical  leaders  have 
assured  me.  They  do  not  see  why  as  African 
Christians  they  must  necessarily  be  Baptists, 
Presbyterians,  Methodists,  Anglicans,  etc., 
seeing  that  they  were  not  the  originators  of 
these  denominations  and  did  not  even  take 
part  in  the  birth  and  history  of  these  divi- 
sions, which  are  of  foreign  origin.  They  do 
not,  however,  want  to  rush  things  by  pressing 
on  regardless.  For  the  moment  it  is  realistic 
to  leave  each  community  its  administrative, 
financial  and  even  political  autonomy,  while 
hoping  that  with  daily  confrontation  this 
individual  autonomy  will  gradually  give  way 
to  pressure  and  consequently  to  total  and 
complete  organic  unity. 

(ER  1970,  pp.  253  IT.  ; 1972,  pp.  357  f.) 


East  Africa 

KENYA  — TANZANIA 

Five  churches  of  Kenya  and  Tanzania 
have  been  for  some  time  engaged  in  discus- 
sions about  organic  union,  viz  : 

(Anglican)  Church  of  the  Province  of  East 

Africa ; 

Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  of  East  Africa  ; 

Methodist  Church  in  Kenya ; 

Moravian  Province  in  Tanzania ; 

Presbyterian  Church  of  East  Africa. 

Since  1972,  however,  a new  fact  has  inter- 
vened in  these  negotiations  — the  Presbyterian 
Church  of  East  Africa’s  decision  to  withdraw 
from  the  negotiations  unless  the  other 
churches  involved  are  willing  to  undertake 
union  negotiations  separately  in  a national 
framework. 

The  Anglican  and  Methodist  Churches 
asked  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  East  Africa 
to  explain  its  position.  It  did  so  by  putting 
forward  the  following  reasons  : 

(a)  It  is  very  interested  in  the  question  of 
union  with  the  other  churches  but  con- 
siders that  the  way  discussions  have  been 
carried  on  until  now  is  too  slow  and 
therefore  detracts  from  their  importance, 
giving  the  impression  that  it  is  wasting 
its  time. 

(b)  The  development  of  the  political  situa- 
tion in  East  Africa  has  the  effect  of 
rendering  suspect  and  superficial  any 
enterprise  that  transcends  national  fron- 
tiers. 


(c)  The  actual  ecclesiastical  situation  in 
East  Africa.  In  fact  the  Anglican  Church 
has  just  created  two  new  provinces  in 
East  Africa  (in  Kenya  and  Tanzania) 
and  these  provinces  are  chiefly  preoc- 
cupied with  their  own  affairs.  It  would 
therefore  scarcely  be  realistic  to  expect 
them  to  concern  themselves  seriously 
with  other  matters  in  a union. 

From  what  has  been  said  it  must  be  inferred 
that  the  Anglicans,  too,  are  working  in  the 
direction  of  separate  action  even  if  they  do 
not  declare  so  openly.  The  Methodists  for 
their  part,  even  if  they  have  not  taken  the 
same  decision  as  the  Presbyterians,  think 
in  much  the  same  way.  In  view  of  this 
situation,  a sort  of  farewell  meeting  was 
called,  but  few  of  the  churches  concerned 
gave  a favourable  reply  to  the  invitation. 

Present  situation  in  Kenya 

The  three  Kenyan  churches,  Anglican, 
Methodist  and  Presbyterian,  have  considered 
that  while  they  wish  to  hold  a meeting  with 
the  churches  of  Tanzania,  negotiations 
should  be  resumed  as  soon  as  possible  in  the 
Kenya  framework. 

Still  within  the  framework  of  this  new 
perspective,  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  East 
Africa  is  deeply  convinced  in  particular  that 
every  church  that  wants  to  have  some  real 
impact  on  the  life  of  the  country  should 
include  in  it  if  possible  one  or  more  ‘inde- 
pendent African  Churches’.  It  so  happens 
that  one  of  these  African  Free  Churches, 
‘African  Christian  Church  and  School’,  which 
originated  from  a schism  with  the  African 
Inland  Church,  has  officially  expressed  its 
desire  to  take  part  in  discussions  about 
church  union  in  Kenya.  Furthermore,  the 
‘Reformed  Church’  (in  the  West  of  Kenya) 
has  indicated  its  intention  to  join  the  negotia- 
tions for  union. 

To  conclude  the  Kenya  situation,  the 
Presbyterian  Church  of  East  Africa  at  its 
General  Assembly  last  April  (1973)  decided 
to  invite  all  the  Protestant  and  Free  Churches 
to  a consultation  on  the  Church  Union 
negotiations  in  Kenya. 

Conclusion : The  replies  of  the  various 
churches  to  this  invitation  are  now  awaited. 

(ER  1960,  pp.  323  ff. ; 1962,  pp.  352  f. ; 
1964,  pp.  411  f. ; 1966,  pp.  349  f. ; 1968, 
pp.  267  f. ; 1970,  pp.  254  f. ; 1972,  p.  355.) 
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MALAWI 

1965-1971  : The  following  churches  are 
negotiating  toward  union : 

Church  of  Central  Africa  ; 

Church  of  Christ ; 

(Anglican)  Church  of  the  Province  of  Central 

Africa  (Malawi  dioceses) ; 

Presbyterian  Church. 

After  difficulty  in  coping  with  organiza- 
tional and  theological  problems,  the  members 
of  the  Church  Union  Committee  in  Malawi, 
meeting  in  January  1968,  agreed  on  a list  of 
fourteen  measures  that  would  enable  the 
churches  to  cooperate  more  closely.  Among 
these  measures  were : 

(a)  that  the  pastors  and  priests  of  the 
churches  concerned  working  in  the  same 
region  should  meet  regularly  to  pray 
and  to  organize  a common  community 
and  common  activities ; 

(b)  that  observers  should  be  sent  reciprocally 
to  the  administrative  meetings  of  the 
churches,  and  this  on  all  levels ; 

(c)  that  a biblical  studies  group  should  be 
encouraged ; 

(d)  that  there  should  be  a regular  exchange 
of  preachers  when  possible  ; 

( e ) that  church  premises  should  be  placed 
at  the  disposal  of  the  other  churches  in 
case  of  need ; 

(f)  that  committees  for  common  action  in 
missionary  matters  should  be  estab- 
lished ; 

(g)  that  there  should  be  cooperation  in 
arranging  visits  to  the  sick  and  to  those 
in  prison ; 

(h)  that  action  should  be  undertaken  to 
increase  cooperation  between  organiza- 
tions for  men,  women  and  young 
people ; 

(i)  that  a study  should  be  undertaken  on 
the  possibilities  of  training  pastors  in  a 
common  theological  institute. 

The  synods  of  the  churches  concerned 
expressed  their  agreement  on  the  fourteen 
points.  It  was  expected  that  putting  them 
into  effect  would  permit  progress  towards  a 
union  which  would  be  plain  and  visible  from 
the  basis.  At  the  same  time  the  Union  Com- 
mittee set  itself  to  study  the  sacraments, 
intercommunion  and  the  authority  of  the 
Bible. 


In  1968  the  Bishops  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
and  Anglican  Churches  in  Malawi  issued  a 
pastoral  letter  in  which  they  encouraged  their 
faithful  to  pray  and  work  for  unity.  They 
also  suggested  the  means  by  which  mutual 
understanding  might  be  increased  on  the 
local  level,  and  they  expressed  appreciation 
of  the  fourteen  points  adopted  by  the  Synods 
of  the  churches  engaged  in  unity  negotiations. 
In  the  meantime,  cooperation  in  medical 
work,  social  development,  the  translation  of 
the  Bible  and  the  training  of  lay  people  was 
on  the  increase. 

(ER  1964,  p.  413  ; 1966,  pp.  351  f. ; 1968, 
pp.  268  f.  ; 1970,  pp.  255  f.  ; 1972,  355  f.) 

* * * 

RHODESIA 

Church  of  the  Province  of  Central  Africa 
(Anglican  Dioceses  of  Mashonaland  and  Mata- 
beleland)  ; Congregational  Union  ; Methodist 
Church  ; Presbyterian  Church  ; United  Church 
of  Christ. 

There  has  been  little  progress  in  this 
negotiation  in  the  past  two  years,  although 
in  early  1974  a committee  is  meeting  to  bring 
the  statement  of  faith  up  to  date. 

The  Congregational  and  Presbyterian 
Churches  in  Rhodesia,  as  parts  of  the  same 
churches  of  South  Africa,  are  involved  in  the 
negotiation  for  union  of  those  two  churches. 
And  since  the  union  of  those  churches  in 
South  Africa  is  expected  in  the  relatively 
near  future,  the  probability  is  that  these  two 
sister  churches  will  unite  first  in  Rhodesia 
as  well. 

Recently  a committee  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  has  been  appointed  to  begin 
separate  conversations  with  the  United 
Church  of  Christ.  This  conversation  having 
just  begun,  there  is  nothing  tangible  yet  to 
report. 

(ER  1964,  p.  416;  1966,  p.  352  ; 1968, 
pp.  269  f. ; 1970,  p.  256;  1972,  p.  356.) 

SOUTH  AFRICA 

Church  of  the  Province  of  South  Africa 
(Anglican) ; Methodist  Church  of  South 
Africa ; United  Congregational  Church  of 
Southern  Africa  ; Bantu  Presbyterian  Church  ; 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Southern  Africa ; 
Tsonga  Presbyterian  Church. 
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Since  the  last  report  three  significant  devel- 
opments have  taken  place.  Firstly,  the  three 
Presbyterian  Churches  and  the  United  Con- 
gregational Church  have  agreed  on  a draft 
basis  of  union.  In  all  probability  this  will 
mean  that  by  1976  they  will  unite,  thus 
reducing  the  number  of  churches  in  the  Com- 
mission to  three  and  assisting  in  the  process 
of  the  larger  proposed  union.  Secondly, 
with  the  exception  of  the  Bantu  Presbyterian 
Church  (who  have  not  yet  voted)  all  the 
churches  have  now  approved  the  Declaration 
of  Intention  to  Seek  Union . This  means  that 
as  from  Trinity  Sunday  1974  a new  relation- 
ship will  be  entered  into  in  which  intercom- 
munion will  be  a reality,  and  the  emphasis 
will  move  from  discussions  about  unity  to 
planning  for  union.  Phase  one  is  therefore 
almost  complete.  Thirdly,  a draft  Plan  of 
Union  has  been  published  by  the  Commission 
and  has  been  widely  circulated  and  studied. 
It  is  presently  being  revised. 

From  January  1974  the  Commission  will 
move  into  top  gear ; it  has  already  been 
re-structured  for  this  purpose.  A multi- 
racial, part-time  Secretariat  of  four  church 
offices  and  pastors  (they  will  retain  their 
present  positions  in  the  churches,  but  will 
now  devote  considerable  time  to  their  new 
work)  will  be  headed  by  the  Rev.  Joseph 
Wing,  a General  Secretary  of  the  United 
Congregational  Church.  He  will  take  over 
from  Dr  John  de  Gruchy,  who  has  been 
Secretary  from  1958-73.  Mr  Wing  is  also 
Secretary  of  the  Congregational-Presbyterian 
Joint  Committee  on  Church  Union.  An 
Executive  Committee  of  twenty-four  persons 
has  been  appointed  by  the  churches ; this 
will  be  assisted  by  other  standing  committees 
on  Liturgy,  Doctrine,  Communication,  Edu- 
cation, Finance,  Law  and  Constitution,  and 
Women’s  Work. 

The  Commission  intends  to  submit  a final 
Plan  of  Union  to  the  churches  in  1977,  and 
anticipates  a possible  union  by  1981.  How- 
ever, more  and  more  emphasis  is  being  placed 
on  the  process  of  union  now,  so  that  many 
areas  of  church  life  and  witness  are  already 
united,  or  on  their  way  to  union  : e.g.  the- 
ological education,  publishing,  Christian  edu- 
cation. The  draft  Plan  of  Union  now  includes 
a new  statement  on  the  rationale  of  the 
proposed  union.  It  reads  : 


Unity  for  Mission 

A Declaration  concerning  the  Purpose  and 
Mission  of  the  Church 

Our  situation 

Our  people  and  our  society  need  healing. 
Selfishness  and  materialism  are  everywhere 
among  us.  Our  way  of  life  has  given  rise 
to  injustice,  conflict  and  fear,  separating 
us  into  hostile  groups.  We  seek  security 
in  political  strength  and  worldly  prosperity 
rather  than  in  the  love  of  Christ  and  the 
power  of  His  Spirit.  We  claim  to  be 
Christian  but  are  far  from  God. 

The  Church  no  less  than  society  stands 
condemned  before  God.  We  proclaim  the 
Gospel  and  fail  to  live  it.  We  preach  recon- 
ciliation and  are  ourselves  divided.  We 
judge  others  and  excuse  ourselves. 

Our  faith 

In  penitence  we  re-affirm  our  faith  in  one 
God,  Father,  Son  and  Holy  Spirit.  His 
love  and  mercy  overcome  our  sin  and 
effect  His  purpose  for  the  world. 

God  the  Father,  Creator  and  Sustainer  of 
the  Universe,  has  made  man  for  fellowship 
with  Himself. 

God  the  Son,  Jesus  Christ,  embodies  and 
declares  God’s  love  for  His  world.  Through 
his  death  and  resurrection  He  has  brought 
man  back  to  God  and  has  broken  down 
every  wall  of  separation  between  men. 

God  the  Holy  Spirit  is  at  work  in  His 
world,  inspiring  all  that  is  good,  and 
leading  men  to  find  meaning,  life  and  unity 
in  Jesus  Christ. 

Our  mission 

The  Church  is  the  company  of  those  whom 
the  Holy  Spirit  has  led  to  accept  Christ  as 
Lord  and  who  live  by  faith  in  Him.  Through 
the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit  the  Church 
is  called  to  be  a community  of  trust  and 
love  in  which  language,  culture,  nationality, 
race  and  class  lose  their  power  to  divide. 
It  is  called  to  expose  its  human  divisions 
to  the  reconciling  love  of  Christ  and  to 
show  forth  its  unity  in  a form  that  the 
world  can  see.  It  acknowledges  God  as 
king  over  all  the  world  and  is  privileged 
to  share  in  God’s  mission  to  the  world.  Its 
task  is  to  make  known  the  good  news  of 
salvation,  to  call  every  man  to  repentance 
and  faith  in  Christ,  to  challenge  everything 
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that  falls  short  of  God’s  will  for  mankind, 
and  to  work  towards  the  renewal  of  society 
in  accordance  with  God’s  purpose.  Every 
member  of  the  Church  has  a part  in  this 
task. 

Because  God  has  made  us  one  in  Christ  we 
seek  to  be  united  in  our  mission  to  the 
world.  We  pledge  ourselves  to  strive  to 
do  away  with  all  that  separates  men  from 
God  and  man  from  man,  whether  this 
proceeds  from  personal  unbelief  or  social 
injustice. 

Confident  in  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
and  assured  of  Christ’s  triumph  over  evil, 
we  seek  God’s  healing  for  His  world. 

(ER  1964,  pp.  414  f. ; 1966,  p.  354 ; 1968, 
p.  271 ; 1970,  pp.  256  f. ; 1972,  pp.  356  f.) 

ZAMBIA 

United  Church  of  Zambia ; Presbyterian 
Church. 

A new  negotiation  in  Africa  has  begun 
between  these  two  churches.  The  Presbyt- 
erian Church  was  formerly  the  Presbyterian 
Church  in  Southern  Africa.  At  initial  meet- 
ings studies  began  with  mutual  examinations 
of  the  churches’  respective  traditions  and 
constitutions.  A first  reaction  from  the 
United  Church  of  Zambia  will  emerge  from 
its  synod  meeting  early  in  1974. 

(ER  1964,  p.  412  f. ; 1966,  p.  355.) 


ASIA 

BURMA 

In  June  1973  the  Methodist  Church  of 
Lower  Burma  (of  American  origin)  met  with 
that  of  Upper  Burma  (which  had  arisen  from 
English  Methodist  mission  effort)  in  a meet- 
ing with  the  title  Burma  Methodist  Con- 
ference for  Unity.  Building  upon  foundations 
laid  in  1967  and  1968  the  two  Methodist 
churches  began  consideration  of  a draft 
constitution.  Half  of  the  new  constitution 
has  now  been  completed. 

A standing  committee  has  been  formed, 
comprising  four  ministers  and  four  laymen 
from  each  church.  This  committee  will  over- 
see joint  projects  in  the  fields  of  evangelism, 
pulpit  exchange,  theological  training  and  lay 


activities.  Fraternal  delegates  now  attend 
each  others’  conferences  on  a regular  basis. 
It  is  also  planned  to  publish  a joint  hymn 
book.  After  each  church  ratifies  the  new 
constitution  and  Discipline,  early  union  of 
these  two  Methodist  churches  is  foreseen. 

(ER  1964,  p.  416;  1966,  p.  355  ; 1968, 
p.  271.) 

INDIA 

Church  of  Christ  in  South  India  : Church  of 
South  India ; Andhra  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church ; Arcot  Lutheran  Church ; South 
Andhra  Lutheran  Church ; Tamil  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Church ; India  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church. 

The  CSI-Lutheran  inter-church  commis- 
sion met  in  December  1973  to  review  the 
discussions  and  actions  taken  by  the  various 
churches  in  regard  to  the  Constitution.  There 
has  been  distinct  progress,  but  it  is  slow. 

The  Proposed  Constitution  for  the  Church 
of  Christ  in  South  India  was  remitted  to  the 
Dioceses  by  the  Synod  in  1970.  Replies  have 
been  received  from  fourteen  Dioceses.  The 
replies  received  indicate  that  the  Church  of 
South  India  is  ready  to  move  forward  into 
union  with  the  Lutheran  Churches  on  the 
basis  of  the  Draft  Constitution  as  it  may  be 
amended  by  mutual  agreement.  However, 
the  response  shows  that  the  following  issues 
need  further  clarification  : 

1 . the  name  of  the  church  ; 

2.  the  legal  status  of  the  doctrinal  statement 
included  in  Article  IIA  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  the  relation  of  individual  mem- 
bers and  ministers  to  this  statement ; 

3.  the  name  to  be  used  officially  for  pastors- 
presbyters ; 

4.  the  composition  of  the  Electoral  Body 
for  the  appointment  of  bishops ; 

5.  the  role  of  the  Regional  Synods. 

In  addition  to  these  major  issues,  a large 
number  of  suggestions  have  been  made  for 
the  detailed  improvement  of  the  Draft 
Constitution. 

(ER  1960,  pp.  238  ff. ; 1962,  p.  232 ; 1964, 
pp.  422  f. ; 1966,  p.  260;  1968,  p.  274; 
1970,  pp.  259  f. ; 1972,  p.  359.) 
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Church  of  South  India  ; Mar  Thoma  Syrian 
Church. 

As  the  result  of  the  establishment  of  full 
communion  between  these  two  churches  in 
1972,  con-celebration  and  inter-communion 
have  taken  place  at  various  places.  In  order 
to  continue  negotiations  toward  organic 
union,  a sub-committee  has  been  appointed. 

(ER  1962,  p.  362 ; 1968,  pp.  273  f. ; 1970, 
p.  260 ; 1972,  p.  359.) 

Church  of  South  India  ; Baptist  Churches. 

Conversations  have  begun  between  the 
CSI  Diocese  of  Andhra  Pradesh  and  the 
Baptists  of  Andhra  Pradesh.  The  latest  action 
of  the  joint  negotiations  committee  was  to 
recommend  pulpit  and  altar  fellowship  be- 
tween the  CSI  and  the  Samavesam  of  Telugu 
Baptist  Churches  in  Northern  Circars.  This 
recommendation  of  the  joint  committee  will 
now  be  taken  up  by  the  Synod. 

Multilateral  conversations  about  wider  church 
union 

According  to  the  resolution  of  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  of  the  CSI  of  October  1973, 
a letter  has  been  addressed  to  the  heads  of 
churches  in  India  asking  whether,  in  their 
opinion,  any  initiative  should  be  taken  at 
this  juncture  towards  a wider  church  union 
in  India.  Replies  are  being  received.  The 
Synod  will  be  further  considering  this 
question. 

The  Synod  has  also  resolved  to  receive 
with  joy  and  thanksgiving  to  God  the  respec- 
tive resolutions  of  the  Anglican  Churches 
and  to  pass  the  following  resolutions  : 

1.  Resolved  to  enter  into  a relationship  of 
communion  with  the  Church  of  England  ; 

2.  Resolved  to  enter  into  a relationship  of 
full  communion  with  the  Church  in 
Wales ; 

3.  Resolved  to  enter  into  a relationship  of 
full  communion  with  the  Province  of 
Kenya ; 

4.  Resolved  to  enter  into  a relationship  of 
full  communion  with  the  Anglican  Church 
in  Canada ; 

5.  Resolved  to  enter  into  a relationship  of 
intercommunion  with  the  Church  of 
Ireland. 

It  may  be  of  interest  to  record  that  the 
following  Anglican  or  United  Churches  have 


on  their  part  decided  to  enter  into  full  com- 
munion with  the  CSI : the  Church  of  England 
in  Australia  ; the  Province  of  New  Zealand  ; 
the  Diocese  of  Hong  Kong ; the  Province 
of  Central  Africa  ; Church  in  Wales  ; Church 
of  Pakistan  ; Church  of  North  India  ; Province 
of  Kenya  ; Church  of  Canada. 

The  following  churches  or  provinces  have 
decided  to  initiate  the  relationship  of  inter- 
communion : Province  of  South  Africa ; 
Church  of  Ireland ; the  Church  of  England 
has  agreed  to  a relationship  of  communion. 

Two  thirds  of  the  Anglican  Churches 
having  decided  to  enter  into  communion  with 
the  CSI.  The  Church  of  South  India  has  been 
invited  to  be  a member  of  the  Anglican 
Consultative  Council. 

MALAYSIA 

Evangelical  Lutheran  Church ; Methodist 
Church ; Anglican  Church  (Diocese  of  West 
Malaysia)  ; Mar  Thoma  Church. 

This  negotiation  has  progressed  slowly  to 
the  point  where  a Plan  of  Union  has  now 
been  published  and  is  being  sent  to  the 
churches.  The  division  of  the  Council  of 
Churches  into  two  entities  (to  correspond  to 
political  conditions)  has  slowed  the  pace  of 
the  negotiation,  but  it  now  seems  clear  that 
study  and  decisions  in  the  four  churches  can 
proceed  in  the  near  future. 

The  Plan  of  Union  is  based  largely  upon 
the  Plan  worked  out  and  adopted  by  the 
Church  of  Pakistan.  If  this  negotiation 
results  in  a united  church,  new  precedents 
will  have  been  established,  inasmuch  as  the 
Mar  Thoma  Church  would,  for  the  first  time, 
be  involved  in  a union  with  Protestants,  and 
the  Anglican  and  (Swedish)  Lutheran  epis- 
copacies would  be  brought  together  in  a 
united  ministry. 

(ER  1968,  pp.  272  f. ; 1970,  p.  263  ; 1972, 
pp.  361  f.) 

SRI  LANKA 

Church  of  Lanka  : Church  of  India,  Pakistan 
and  Sri  Lanka ; Methodist  Church ; Baptist 
Church  ; Presbyterian  Church  ; Jaffna  Diocese 
of  the  Church  of  South  India. 

As  recorded  in  the  last  report,  thanks- 
giving services  of  holy  communion  anticipat- 
ing union  in  late  1972  were  held  late  in 
January  of  that  year ; all  the  churches  in- 
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volved  had  taken  official  votes  favouring  the 
union. 

But  in  the  summer  of  1972  some  members 
of  the  Church  of  India,  Pakistan  and  Sri 
Lanka  took  the  decision  of  their  church  into 
civil  court,  contending  that  the  vote  to  unite 
of  the  Diocese  of  Colombo  was  not  valid. 
The  Bishop  of  Colombo  appealed  against  the 
interim  injunction  granted  by  the  district 
judge  who  heard  the  case.  This  appeal  was 
heard  in  the  Supreme  Court ; following  the 
judges’  inquiry  of  counsel,  the  Bishop  agreed 
to  abide  by  the  interim  injunction  until  the 
case  is  finally  settled,  to  avoid  unnecessary 
delay.  Then  the  Supreme  Court  ordered  as 
follows  : ‘In  view  of  this  undertaking  it  is 
agreed  that  the  interim  injunction  be  dis- 
solved.* 

The  way  has  thus  been  cleared  for  the 
district  judge  to  hear  the  complete  case.  It 
appears  that  the  case  will  be  heard  in  early 
spring  1974,  at  which  time  it  will  become 
clear  whether  the  union  so  long  prepared 
can  take  place. 

(ER  1954,  pp.  300-303  ; 1955,  pp.  77  f.  ; 
1957,  p.  287  ; 1960,  p.  236  ; 1962,  pp.  358  f.  ; 
1964,  pp.  416  ff.  ; 1966,  p.  355  ; 1968, 
pp.  271  f.  ; 1970,  pp.  257  f.  ; pp.  1972,  358  f.) 


AUSTRALASIA 

AUSTRALIA 

The  Uniting  Church  in  Australia  : Congrega- 
tional Union  of  Australia ; Methodist  Church 
of  Australasia ; Presbyterian  Church  of  Aus- 
tralia. 

The  national  governing  bodies  of  the  Meth- 
odist and  Presbyterian  Churches  are  to  meet 
on  1 May  1974  to  take  their  final  and  deter- 
minative ballots  regarding  union. 

The  Congregational  Union  voted  over- 
whelmingly for  union  on  the  terms  set  down 
in  the  Basis  of  Union  (revised  edition,  1971) 
at  its  assembly  in  May  1973.  The  majority 
was  almost  98%. 

The  Presbyterian  Church’s  national  as- 
sembly, meeting  on  the  same  day,  resolved 
in  favour  of  the  Basis  of  Union  but  also 
resolved  not  to  proceed  into  union  imme- 
diately. The  reason  for  these  paradoxical 
decisions  was  that  the  voting  at  local  level  in 
the  Presbyterian  Church  produced  an  unclear 


result.  There  were  two  questions  on  the 
ballot  paper : on  one  the  majority  in  favour 
was  75.4%  but  on  the  other  only  60.6%. 
The  second  question  was  the  more  important 
as  it  alone  determined  the  future  allegiance 
of  local  congregations  — whether  they  would 
or  would  not  join  the  Uniting  Church.  The 
distribution  of  negative  votes  among  the 
1,446  congregations  was  such  that  only 
713  (49%)  could  join  the  Uniting  Church. 

It  was  in  the  face  of  this  inconclusive  result 
that  the  Presbyterian  national  assembly  in 
1973  ordered  a second  vote  to  be  taken  at 
all  levels.  This  second  vote  increased  the 
number  of  congregations  able  to  enter  the 
new  church  to  901  (63%).  The  number  of 
presbyteries  in  favour  also  increased.  The 
number  of  state  assemblies  however  decreased 
from  6 to  5:  on  the  1972  ballot  all  state 
assemblies  had  resolved  in  favour,  but  in 
1973  the  assembly  in  New  South  Wales 
(Australia’s  most  populous  state)  voted 
against  by  a narrow  margin. 

This  is  the  situation  which  the  national 
assembly  must  resolve  in  May  1974.  It  will 
balance  the  division  of  opinion  among 
Presbyterians  against  the  growing  co-opera- 
tion between  the  three  churches  in  such  fields 
as  theological  education,  lay  training,  youth 
work,  publications  and  joint  parishes. 

The  Methodist  Church’s  attitude  to  the 
proposed  union  was  made  clear  by  its  voting 
in  1972-1973.  The  vote  of  members  was  85% 
in  favour  and  all  annual  (i.e.  regional)  con- 
ferences recorded  votes  in  excess  of  75%. 
There  appears  little  likelihood  of  the  national 
body  (general  conference)  rejecting  the  pro- 
posal in  May  1974. 

While  this  voting  in  the  three  denomina- 
tions has  been  in  process,  there  has  been 
little  progress  on  the  other  matters  referred 
to  in  earlier  ER  surveys,  viz.  education  for 
union,  wider  union  negotiations  and  constitu- 
tional drafting.  Concerning  the  last  of  these, 
the  Joint  Constitution  Commission  prepared 
a brief  ‘statement  of  principles’  in  1970  ; since 
then  it  has  been  working  on  an  ‘interim 
constitution’  which  is  designed  to  serve  the 
Uniting  Church  for  the  first  few  years  of  its 
life.  If  the  union  is  to  proceed,  this  document 
could  be  ready  in  1975.  The  inauguration 
of  the  Uniting  Church  is  unlikely  to  take 
place  before  1976,  however,  because  of  the 
necessity  for  enabling  legislation  to  be  passed 
in  the  parliaments  of  all  six  Australian  states. 
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The  Basis  of  Union  commits  the  Uniting 
Church  to  ‘seek  union  with  other  churches’. 
The  churches  most  likely  to  be  interested  in 
negotiating  would  be  the  Church  of  England 
in  Australia  and  the  Churches  of  Christ, 
both  of  which  have  appointed  observers 
during  the  current  negotiation.  It  is  not 
clear  however  when  discussions  with  these 
or  other  churches  might  begin.  The  seemingly 
inevitable  split  in  the  Presbyterian  Church 
(37%  of  its  congregations  remaining  out  of 
union)  will  create  difficulties  which  will 
require  much  attention  by  the  Uniting  Church 
in  its  early  years. 

(ER  1957,  p.  286 ; 1960,  pp.  242  f. ; 1962, 
pp.  364  f. ; 1964,  pp.  423  f. ; 1966,  pp.  362  f. ; 
1968,  pp.  275  f. ; 1970,  pp.  264  f. ; 1972, 
p.  361.) 

NEW  ZEALAND 

Associated  Churches  of  Christ  in  New 
Zealand ; Church  of  the  Province  of  New 
Zealand  (Anglican) ; Congregational  Union  of 
New  Zealand ; Methodist  Church  of  New 
Zealand  ; Presbyterian  Church  of  New  Zealand. 

The  Joint  Commission  on  Church  Union  in 
New  Zealand  appointed  by  these  five  churches 
included  in  its  Ninth  Report  (September  1973) 
a survey  of  ‘The  Processes  of  Decision’  show- 
ing the  position  of  the  negotiations  at  that 
date.  Briefly,  following  an  ‘expression  of 
advice  and  approval  by  means  of  a referen- 
dum’, each  church  has  been  engaged  in  a 
process  of  decision  according  to  the  pattern 
of  its  own  procedure. 

The  referendum  was  held  in  each  of  the 
churches  during  1972,  the  voting  in  favour 
being  approximately  as  follows  : Churches 
of  Christ,  55%  ; Anglican,  58%  ; Congrega- 
tional, 54%  ; Methodist,  86%  ; Presbyterian, 
69% . In  addition,  each  church  has  considered 
replies  from  its  Church  Courts  as  appropriate 
in  its  own  procedures.  Four  churches  made 
their  decisions  in  October  and  November  of 
1972  at  their  Assemblies  and  Conferences ; 
the  Anglican  General  Synod  is  to  meet  in 
March  1974. 

The  Ninth  Report  sets  out  fully  the  actual 
resolutions  of  the  churches  during  1972  and 
1973.  These  may  be  summarized  as  follows  : 

Associated  Churches  of  Christ : The  Annual 
Conference  in  October  1972  made  a majority 
decision  in  favour  of  uniting  with  the  other 
churches.  Each  affiliated  church  will  need 
ultimately  to  determine  by  the  decision  of  a 


congregational  meeting  its  future  relation- 
ship to  the  proposed  Church  of  Christ  in 
New  Zealand. 

Church  of  the  Province  of  New  Zealand 
(Anglican)  : The  General  Synod  in  April 
1972  adopted  a proposal  to  enter  into  union 
with  the  other  negotiating  churches.  Accord- 
ing to  the  Constitution,  the  proposal  has 
been  considered  by  the  seven  dioceses  at 
their  Diocesan  Synods,  and  their  replies  will 
be  considered  by  the  General  Synod  in  March, 
1974.  Four  Diocesan  Synods  approved  the 
proposal  to  unite : of  the  remaining  three, 
one  renewed  its  commitment  to  seek  organic 
union  and  the  other  two  strongly  encouraged 
continuing  negotiations. 

Congregational  Union  : At  the  Assembly  in 
October  1972,  it  was  noted  that  six  churches 
had  declared  they  would  not  enter  the  union 
and  two  would.  The  Assembly  pledged  the 
union  ‘to  continue  to  seek  such  denomina- 
tional union  and  cooperation  as  is  pleasing 
to  the  Lord  and  to  our  churches’. 

Methodist : The  Conference  in  November 
1972  ‘in  the  light  of  the  voting  of  members, 
Quarterly  Meetings  and  Synods’  declared  its 
readiness  to  unite  on  the  basis  of  the  Plan 
for  Union  with  the  other  churches. 

Presbyterian  : The  General  Assembly  in 
November  1972  decided  to  ‘enter  into  union 
on  the  basis  of  the  Plan  for  Union  1971’  and 
‘to  wait  for  the  final  decision  of  all  the  five 
negotiating  churches  before  implementing 
the  Assembly’s  decision  to  unite’. 

The  Joint  National  Committee  on  Church 
Extension  also  reports  that  the  steady  increase 
in  cooperative  venture  of  various  sorts  has 
been  maintained  during  the  last  two  years. 
Union  Parishes  have  grown  from  25  in  1970, 
to  46  in  1972,  and  63  in  February  1974. 
Agreements  for  joint  use  of  buildings  or  for 
reciprocal  membership  have  increased  from  66 
in  1970,  to  87  in  1972,  and  115  in  February 
1974. 

The  Joint  Board  of  Theological  Studies 
reports  that  by  means  of  its  Diploma  ‘the 
churches  now  have  a commonly  accepted 
basic  standard  in  theological  training’.  Also, 
‘Cooperation  in  theological  education  has  been 
furthered  this  year  with  the  combining  of 
Anglican  and  Methodist  training  in  the  United 
College  of  St  John  the  Evangelist  in  Auckland. 
In  Dunedin,  staff  and  students  of  the  churches 
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of  Christ  and  the  Presbyterian  Church  work 
together  in  Knox  Theological  Hall.’ 

(ER  1960,  p.  243  ; 1962,  pp.  365  f.  ; 1964, 
pp.  424  f. ; 1966,  pp.  363-365  ; 1968, 

pp.  276  f. ; 1970,  pp.  265  f. ; 1972,  pp.  361  f.) 


EUROPE 

BELGIUM 

Eglise  protestante  de  Belgique ; Eglise 
reformee  de  Belgique  ; Gereformeerde  Kerken 
in  Belgie 

After  several  years  of  discussions  these 
three  churches  have  now  begun  formal 
negotiations  toward  union.  At  the  outset 
five  commissions  have  been  organized  to 
pursue  the  basic  research.  They  are  as 
follows : 

Faith.  It  has  been  decided  to  work  out  a 
brief  confession  of  faith,  in  collaboration 
with  the  local  communities.  The  focus  of 
this  effort  will  be  on  the  question  : What 
does  it  mean  to  be  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  today? 

Structures.  The  various  structures  of  the 
three  churches  will  be  studied,  looking  for 
points  of  convergence  and  major  difference. 
From  this  research  common  structures  for 
the  future  united  church  will  be  elaborated. 

Church  and  State.  It  is  necessary  to 
examine  the  new  church’s  relationship  to  the 
state,  as  well  as  those  of  its  schools,  pastors, 
teachers,  hospitals,  and  chaplains.  This 
group  will  also  try  to  expand  its  study  to 
include  the  more  basic  questions  of  the  voca- 
tion of  the  church  in  general  in  relation  to 
the  nation-state. 

Inter-church  relations.  The  varying  and 
complex  relationships  that  already  exist  be- 
tween these  three  churches  and  others  will 
have  to  be  studied  and  examined,  as  well  as 
how  these  channels  would  be  affected  by  the 
birth  of  a united  church. 

Finance.  This  is  a question  every  negotiat- 
ing committee  takes  up  somewhere  in  its 
deliberations. 

Synods  will  meet  in  May  and  June  of 
1974  to  evaluate  work  done  so  far  and  to 
plan  the  next  steps  in  this  negotiation. 

(ER  1970,  pp.  266  f.) 


NETHERLANDS 

Netherlands  Reformed  Church  (Hervonnde 
Kerk)  ; Reformed  Churches  in  the  Netherlands 
(Gereformeerde  Kerken) 

The  Netherlands  Reformed  Church  main- 
tains special  (canonically  defined)  relations 
with  three  other  Protestant  churches,  namely 
the  Reformed  Churches  in  the  Netherlands, 
the  Remonstrant  Brotherhood,  and  the  Evan- 
gelical Lutheran  Church  in  the  Netherlands. 
By  virtue  of  these  special  relations  mutual 
participation  in  the  foundation  of  local  ecu- 
menical congregations  is  made  possible. 

Stimulated  by  their  youth  organizations, 
the  Netherlands  Reformed  Church,  with 
about  three  million  members,  and  the  Re- 
formed Churches  in  the  Netherlands,  with 
about  one  million,  decided  in  1969  to  start 
‘together  on  the  way’.  A joint  working 
group  was  instructed  to  study  the  problems 
existing  between  the  two  churches.  This 
group  brought  out  an  interim  report  in  1972  ; 
the  first  matter  to  be  studied  in  depth  was  the 
question  of  the  meaning,  function  and  main- 
tenance of  the  reformed  confessions. 

In  the  meantime  many  forms  of  coopera- 
tion were  growing  between  ‘ hervormde ' and 
‘ gereformeerde  ’ consistories  and  congrega- 
tions. This  process  of  growing  together  was 
promoted  by  a number  of  resolutions  by  the 
two  general  synods,  through  which  it  is  now 
possible  for  the  two  churches  to  do  nearly 
everything  together  on  the  local  level. 

Thus  about  twenty  ‘ hervormd-gereformeer - 
de * congregations  have  come  into  being,  in 
which  all  services,  all  catechism  and  pastoral 
care  are  done  together ; it  is  the  intention 
that  by  these  means  the  congregations  will 
become  more  and  more  integrated. 

Acting  upon  the  proposal  of  the  joint 
working  group,  the  two  general  synods  as- 
sembled together  for  the  first  time  on  15- 
lb  June  1973,  at  Utrecht.  The  majority  of 
the  assembly  was  of  the  opinion  that  the 
integration  process  should  be  supported  at 
all  levels.  The  two  groups  felt  that  the 
integration  model  was  preferable  to  others 
(such  as  federation  or  the  development  of 
an  actual  plan)  in  this  situation  because  in- 
tegration can  be  initiated  in  various  kinds 
of  local  settings.  On  the  other  hand,  where 
a consistory  has  not  yet  progressed  far 
enough  their  action  will  not  be  forced.  Thus 
greater  flexibility  is  made  possible. 
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The  assembly  also  decided  unanimously 
to  propose  to  the  two  general  synods  the 
calling  of  a biennial  joint  synodal  assembly 
of  the  two  churches.  A board  of  deputies 
will  be  charged  with  the  responsibility  of 
overseeing  cooperation  at  the  local  levels, 
and  with  the  study  of  the  questions  that 
emerge  as  a result  of  increasing  cooperation, 
especially  those  concerning  confessions  and 
church  order. 


FRANCE 

Evangelical  Church  of  the  Augsburg  Confession 
of  Alsace  and  Lorraine  ; Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church  of  France ; Reformed  Church  of 
Alsace  and  Lorraine ; Reformed  Church  of 
France 

The  ‘Permanent  Council’  mentioned  in  the 
last  report  has  now  been  established  and 
begun  to  function.  The  present  period  is 
thus  a time  of  becoming  acquainted  and 
consolidated. 

The  Common  Assembly  which  has  been 
created  will  meet  in  the  spring  of  1974,  and 
every  three  years  thereafter. 

(ER  1970,  pp.  268  f.  ; 1972,  pp.  362  f.) 

ENGLAND  AND  SCOTLAND 

Church  of  England ; Church  of  Scotland ; 
Episcopal  Church  of  Scotland  ; United  Reform- 
ed Church 

The  Joint  Liaison  Committee  of  the  Eng- 
lish and  Scottish  Churches  met  in  March 
1973  to  consider  its  position  in  the  light  of 
the  new  situation.  The  Presbyterian  Church 
of  England  had  in  1972  become  part  of  the 
United  Reformed  Church.  The  Committee 
felt  that  it  had  no  immediately  useful  func- 
tion at  the  present  time,  but  was  conscious 
of  being  the  only  official  link  between  the 
Church  of  Scotland  and  the  Church  of 
England.  A situation  might  well  arise  when 
this  link  would  be  valuable.  It  would  then 
be  better  to  revive  this  Committee  ad  hoc 
than  to  set  up  a new  body.  The  Committee 
therefore  decided  not  to  ask  to  be  discharged. 
It  will  go  into  a state  of  suspended  animation 
until  at  least  March  1975. 

(ER  1960,  pp.  246  ff. ; 1962,  p.  368  ; 1964, 
pp.  430  f. ; 1966,  pp.  368  ff. ; 1968,  pp. 
278  f.  ; 1970,  p.  268  ; 1972,  p.  364.) 


The  United  Reformed  Church  (Congregational- 
Presbyterian)  in  England  and  Wales  ; Churches 
of  Christ  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 

According  to  the  timetable  and  pattern 
described  at  length  in  the  previous  survey, 
the  United  Reformed  Church  was  declared 
to  have  been  duly  formed  on  5 October  1972 
in  a United  Assembly  held  at  Westminster 
Central  Hall  which  then  proceeded  to  a joyful 
service  of  thanksgiving  in  Westminster  Abbey. 

A further  140  former  Congregational 
churches  joined  the  URC  at  the  May  1973 
Assembly,  bringing  the  new  church  to  over 
190,000  members  and  more  than  2,000 
churches.  Among  the  140  were  a number 
of  local  Union  churches  liberated  for  the 
decision  to  join  the  United  Reformed  Church 
by  a generous  resolution  of  the  Baptist  Union 
Council  permitting  them  to  remain  on  the 
list  of  member  churches  of  the  Baptist  Union 
upon  their  joining  the  URC.  The  Scheme  of 
Union  provided  that  non-uniting  churches 
should  receive  some  part  of  the  assets  of  the 
former  Congregational  Church  in  England 
and  Wales  and  this  allocation  is  now  being 
agreed  with  the  Congregational  Federation 
(whose  8,000  members  in  200  churches  seek 
to  continue  the  traditions  of  the  old  Con- 
gregational Union)  and  the  Evangelical  Fel- 
lowship of  Congregational  Churches  (which 
links  about  100  local  churches).  It  seems 
that  about  150  former  Congregational 
churches  remain  unaligned  with  any  wider 
fellowship  ; most  of  these  are  very  small. 

The  new  church  has  been  greatly  heartened 
by  many  evidences  of  good  will  and  interest 
from  other  churches  in  Britain  and  through- 
out the  world,  and  has  found  in  its  own 
life  the  stimulus  and  liberation  of  a fresh 
start  on  the  way  of  discipleship.  Without 
minimizing  the  element  of  administrative  and 
theological  bewilderment  that  accompanies 
such  a new  beginning,  it  is  possible  to  draw 
from  this  experience  inspiration  and  encour- 
agement to  be  shared  with  others. 

At  the  Uniting  Assembly  of  October  1972, 
one  of  the  first  acts  of  the  united  church  was 
to  instruct  its  Department  of  World  Church 
and  Mission  to  respond  to  the  approach  with 
a view  to  conversations  made  by  Churches 
of  Christ  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  at  their 
Annual  Conference  of  August  1972.  A joint 
committee  of  fourteen  has  been  at  work 
since  November  1972.  Churches  of  Christ 
have  about  100  congregations  in  the  British 
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Isles ; in  common  with  their  sister  churches 
of  the  Disciples  and  Churches  of  Christ 
fellowships  round  the  world  they  practise 
believers’  baptism  and  the  weekly  celebration 
of  Holy  Communion.  The  talks  are  at 
present  exploring  the  possibility  of  combining 
in  one  church  the  practice  of  both  believers’ 
baptism  and  infant  baptism,  and  also  a fresh 
pattern  of  ministry  which  takes  account  of 
the  Churches  of  Christ  practice  of  ordaining 
their  elders  to  a ministry  of  Word  and  sacra- 
ments. A most  encouraging  factor  has  been 
the  happy  relationship  reported  to  be  spring- 
ing up  in  a number  of  places  at  the  local  level, 
a relationship  matching  the  cordiality  that 
has  marked  the  committee’s  own  work. 

At  its  General  Assembly  in  May  1973,  the 
United  Reformed  Church  passed  resolutions 
to  invite  other  churches  to  begin  a discussion 
regarding  further  unity  in  England ; this 
conversation  is  described  in  the  following 
article  under  ‘multilateral  conversations’. 

(ER  1964,  p.  431  ; 1966,  pp.  371  f. ; 1968, 
p.  282 ; 1970,  p.  268  ; 1972,  pp.  364  f.) 

Multilateral  Conversations  : Baptist  Union  ; 
Churches  of  Christ ; Church  of  England ; 
Congregational  Federation  ; Countess  of  Hun- 
tingdon’s Connexion ; Free  Church  Federal 
Council ; Lutheran  Council  of  Great  Britain ; 
Methodist  Church ; Orthodox  Churches  in 
England ; Roman  Catholic  Church ; United 
Reformed  Church. 

At  its  General  Assembly  in  May  1973,  the 
United  Reformed  Church  passed  the  follow- 
ing resolutions  : 

‘The  Assembly,  recalling  the  commitment 
in  the  Scheme  of  Union  that  the  United 
Reformed  Church  will  take,  wherever  pos- 
sible and  with  all  speed,  further  steps  to- 
wards the  unity  of  God’s  people  and  wel- 
coming the  response  given  on  behalf  of 
other  churches  in  the  Service  in  West- 
minster Abbey  on  5 October  1972,  now : 

Invites  those  churches  to  share  in  dis- 
cussion as  to  how  that  unity  can  be 
furthered  in  England ; 

Resolves  to  appoint  eight  people  to  be 
available  to  meet  with  similar  groups 
from  such  other  churches  as  may  be 
ready  to  accept  this  invitation ; 

Records  its  hope  that  these  discussions 
will  produce  concrete  proposals  for  con- 


versations between  those  churches  able 
to  commit  themselves  to  seek  the  forma- 
tion of  a united  Church. 

The  Assembly  instructs  its  representatives 
to  report  the  progress  made  towards  this 
end  not  later  than  the  Assembly  of  1974. 
It  was  further  resolved  that  the  Assembly 
addresses  this  invitation  to  the  Baptist 
Union  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  the 
Churches  of  Christ,  the  Church  of  England, 
the  Methodist  Church,  and  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church,  and  asks  the  Free  Church 
Federal  Council  to  act  as  agent  in  securing 
representation  of  such  smaller  churches  as 
desire  to  participate.’ 

Invitations  were  thereupon  sent  to  the 
responsible  officers  of  the  churches  named, 
all  of  whom  accepted  the  invitation  and  named 
those  who  should  represent  them  at  these 
talks. 

After  the  first  meeting  in  September  1973 
invitations  were  also  sent  to  and  accepted 
by  the  Orthodox  Churches  in  England  and 
the  Lutheran  Council  of  Great  Britain. 

These  ‘talks’  are  not  strictly  speaking  union 
conversations,  still  less  negotiations  between 
churches.  They  are  a preliminary  discussion 
of  the  shape  which  future  conversations 
might  take  in  England,  and  an  attempt  to 
delineate  the  aims  and  scope  of  such  con- 
versations. 

The  second  meeting  in  December  1973 
heard  a report  from  the  Salamanca  consulta- 
tion on  ‘Concepts  of  Unity  and  Models  of 
Union’  and  also  considered  some  alternative 
models  to  organic  union. 

At  a third  meeting  early  in  February  1974, 
the  following  statement  was  issued,  directed 
to  the  churches  involved : 

‘Believing  that  God  wills  the  visible  unity 
of  all  Christian  people,  we  call  upon  the 
churches  in  this  land  to  commit  themselves 
to  this  end.  Such  unity  will  bring  into 
proper  relationship  and  proportion  their 
diverse  experiences  of  God  in  His  Church. 

We  are  convinced  that  there  are  im- 
mediate tasks  which  the  churches  must 
undertake.  Chief  among  them  are  : 

(a)  forwarding  commitment  to  unity  lo- 
cally, and  assessing  the  implications  of 
present  experience  of  ecumenical  co- 
operation — local,  regional,  national 
and  international ; and 
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(b)  studying  the  problems  of  areas  in  this 
country  where  such  cooperation  is 
difficult  or  does  not  exist. 

We  urge  the  churches  to  appoint  a 
Commission  to  initiate  and  carry  out  these 
tasks  in  order  to  continue  and  deepen  the 
multilateral  discussions  already  begun  so 
that  closer  relations  between  all  the 
Churches,  in  faith,  order  and  mission, 
may  be  further  facilitated.  It  is  expected 
that  from  these  discussions  there  will  emerge 
a plan  for  union  between  those  churches 
able  so  to  commit  themselves,  but  these 
discussions  should  also  explore  the  pos- 
sibility of  other  forms  of  visible  unity. 
Churches  negotiating  for  union  on  the 
basis  of  such  a plan  should  retain  the  con- 
tinuing partnership  of  those  churches  which 
cannot  at  that  time  do  so. 

We  would  expect  the  Commission  to 
report  annually  to  the  sponsoring  churches. 

We  further  urge  the  churches  to  make 
available  resources  of  manpower  and  money 
to  staff  a small  secretariat  to  expedite  the 
Commission’s  work.’ 

SCOTLAND 

Church  of  Scotland ; Episcopal  Church  of 
Scotland 

Conversations  between  the  two  churches 
have  continued  throughout  1972  and  1973, 
and  a good  deal  of  advance  has  been  made  in 
understanding.  The  visible  fruit,  however, 
has  been  meagre.  The  Episcopalian  Synod’s 
proposal,  namely  that  the  Episcopal  Church 
should  become  a non-territorial  synod  within 
an  enlarged  Church  of  Scotland,  was  rejected 
by  the  Episcopal  Church  as  not  representing 
a possible  way  of  advance.  The  Church  of 
Scotland  accordingly  was  not  called  upon  to 
make  up  its  mind.  Representatives  have  been 
sent  by  each  church  to  certain  courts  and  com- 
mittees of  the  other.  A proposal  was  for- 
mulated that  ordained  clergy  should  be  given 
joint  authorization  to  discharge  the  duties 
involved  in  certain  select  spheres  or  posts 
(e.g.  chaplaincy  at  Stirling  University,  and 
the  wardenship  of  Scottish  Churches  House 
at  Dunblane),  so  that  an  ordained  minister 
of  either  church  would  be  able  to  serve  fully 
all  the  needs  of  members  of  both  churches. 
The  Episcopal  Church  found  difficulty  with 
the  implications  of  such  a proposal  for  the 
nature  of  the  ministry  and  of  ordination  and 
it  was  not  implemented. 


During  1973  the  panels  have  been  con- 
sidering a booklet  on  Varieties  of  Ministry 
produced  by  a commission  of  the  Episcopal 
Church.  A constructive  and  forward-looking 
section  dealt  with  a ‘non-stipendiary  ministry* 
designed  to  supplement  the  ordinary  ministry 
and  undertake  duties  it  is  presently  unable 
to  discharge.  It  is  recognized  that  a similar 
situation  faces  both  churches.  The  Church 
of  Scotland  panel  has  anticipated  the  need 
for  some  answer  to  the  situation.  It  has 
prepared  a document  in  reply  which  will  be 
under  discussion  during  1974. 

Meantime  discussion  continues  of  the 
ministry,  lay  and  clerical,  and  of  the  modifi- 
cations requisite  to  meet  present-day  issues. 

The  panel  expects  that,  once  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  Church  of  Scotland  in  May 
1974  has  considered  the  Report  on  Multi- 
lateral Conversations  in  Scotland,  the  posi- 
tion of  the  presently  organized  conversations 
between  the  Church  of  Scotland  and  the 
Episcopal  Church  in  Scotland  should  be 
reviewed. 

Church  of  Scotland ; Methodist  Church  in 
Scotland 

Conversations  are  now  taking  place  with 
a view  to  union  between  the  Church  of 
Scotland  and  the  Methodist  Church  in  Scot- 
land. For  some  eight  years  informal  talks 
had  been  held  by  a group  appointed  by  the 
Inter-Church  Relations  Committees  of  the 
Church  of  Scotland  and  the  Scottish  Synod 
of  the  Methodist  Church.  The  next  official 
step  was  taken  in  1972  when  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  Church  of  Scotland  and  the 
Conference  of  the  Methodist  Church  of 
Great  Britain  agreed  to  set  up  a Joint  Nego- 
tiating Committee,  with  a view  to  union. 
The  official  discussions  are  between  these 
two  churches,  but  the  projected  Union  will 
affect  only  Scotland,  which  for  the  Methodist 
Church  means  their  two  Districts  of  Scotland 
(the  circuits  on  the  mainland)  and  of  Shetland. 

Considerable  progress  has  been  made  in 
the  discussions.  Agreement  has  been  reached 
on  several  major  points,  including  a statement 
on  doctrinal  standards,  and  another  on  the 
structure  of  the  Church.  There  has  also  been 
agreement  on  the  integration  of  the  min- 
istries ; both  churches  accept  the  validity  of 
each  other’s  orders  so  that  in  the  Act  of 
Union  there  will  be  no  need  of  any  Service 
of  Reconciliation.  Yet  another  document 
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suggests  qualifications  equired  of  candidates 
for  the  ministry. 

It  is  the  intention  of  the  Joint  Committee 
to  present  these  agreed  statements  to  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  Church  of  Scotland 
in  May  1974,  at  the  same  time  to  the  Meth- 
odist Synods  of  Scotland  and  of  Shetland  and 
thereafter  to  the  Conference  of  the  Methodist 
Church.  It  will  then  be  proposed  that  these 
statements  be  sent  down  to  Presbyteries  and 
circuits  in  Scotland  for  discussion  and  com- 
ment, so  that  in  due  course,  amended  if  need 
be,  they  may  form  part  of  the  Plan  and  Basis 
of  Union. 

Multilateral  Conversation 

Arising  out  of  the  Nottingham  Faith  and 
Order  Conference  in  1964,  which  called  upon 
the  British  churches  ‘in  appropriate  group- 
ings, such  as  nations’,  to  work  and  pray 
together  for  unity,  six  churches  in  Scotland 
initiated  an  official  ‘Conversation’  in  1967. 
These  are : Church  of  Scotland,  United  Free 
Church  of  Scotland  (also  Presbyterian),  Con- 
gregational Union  of  Scotland,  Episcopal 
Church  in  Scotland,  Methodist  Church,  and 
Churches  of  Christ.  All  of  these  except  the 
last  two  are  based  in  Scotland. 

As  a result  of  a first  period  of  work,  all 
six  churches  have  agreed  on  a series  of  ‘Con- 
trolling Principles  for  a Basis  of  Union’. 
These  principles,  in  summary  form,  are  as 
follows  : 

1.  A united  re-formed  church  is  required 
for  the  primary  task  of  mission. 

2.  Unity  is  not  to  mean  the  absorption  of 
the  other  churches  by  any  one  of  them ; 
but  all  must  accept  the  need  to  be  changed. 

3 . The  importance  of  ‘the  faith  which  unites 
us’  is  recognized. 

4.  The  union  is  to  be  comprehensive  enough 
for  all  the  conversing  churches,  and  if 
possible,  other  churches  also  to  enter. 

5.  No  imposition  of  uniformity  of  worship 
is  accepted. 

6.  Unification  is  to  be  by  mutual  acceptance 
of  members  and  ministries,  and  not  by 
any  form  of  laying-on  of  hands. 

7.  Unity  must  be  whole-hearted  and  for 
ever. 


The  conversation  produced  an  Interim 
Report  in  1972,  having  explicitly  resolved  to 
follow  the  example  of  the  New  Zealand  Con- 
versation and  publish  reports  from  time  to 
time  in  order  to  inform  and  involve  the  whole 
church  membership  in  what  was  going  on. 

This  interim  report  has  three  sections  — a 
short  preliminary  part  on  ‘Witness  and 
Service’,  a section  on  ‘The  Faith  of  the 
Church’  and  a longer  piece  on  ‘Ministry  for 
Scotland’. 

The  ‘Faith  of  the  Church’  article  is  an 
attempt  to  state,  in  contemporary  language, 
the  common  belief  of  the  churches.  The 
section  on  Ministry  looks  at  the  scene  in 
Scotland  today  (including  sociological  con- 
siderations), having  regard  also  to  forth- 
coming changes  in  local  government : it  at- 
tempts to  envisage  a method  of  organizing 
a form  of  ministry  best  suited  to  the  promo- 
tion of  mission  in  this  situation.  Having 
examined  the  strengths  and  weaknesses  of 
the  ministry  of  the  Scottish  churches  in  this 
decade,  and  having  drawn  on  experience  and 
thinking  in  South  India,  England,  the  United 
States  and  elsewhere,  the  Conversation  has 
reported  in  favour  of  a reformed  parish 
system,  each  parish  being  a recognizable 
sociological  entity,  each  served  by  a ministerial 
team  comprising  ordained  and  unordained, 
full-time  or  part-time  members,  as  well  as 
by  extra-parochial  specialist  ministries  or- 
ganized on  a regional  or  national  basis.  The 
organization  beyond  parish  level,  up  to  and 
including  a national  General  Assembly,  is 
less  firmly  sketched,  and  many  questions  are 
left  open  for  later  discussion. 

A feature  which  will  doubtless  prove  con- 
troversial, in  view  of  the  historic  dissensions 
in  Scotland  about  the  office  of  bishop,  is  the 
proposal  that  each  parish  team  should  include 
a ‘superintendent’,  who  is  seen  not  so  much 
as  chairman  but  as  pastor  of  the  ministerial 
teams  and  of  the  congregations  within  the 
parish.  The  suggestion  of  a regional  super- 
intendent is  also  being  put  forward  for  further 
discussion. 

The  Interim  Report  was  submitted  in  the 
period  between  May  and  October  1972  to 
the  Assemblies  and  Synods  of  the  six  churches, 
with  the  recommendation  that  it  be  com- 
mended for  study  and  consideration  by  the 
lower  courts  and  membership  on  the  widest 
possible  basis. 
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WALES 

Joint  Covenant  Committee 

As  reported  in  the  last  survey,  the  Covenant 
has  been  sent  to  the  participating  churches. 
The  Joint  Covenant  Committee  is  awaiting 
replies  from  them ; their  judgments  will  be 
made  during  1974.  Voting  procedures  in  the 
various  churches  are  varied ; some  courts 
have  already  accepted  it.  It  is,  at  this  point, 
impossible  to  forecast  the  eventual  outcome. 

(ER  1966,  p.  371  ; 1968,  p.  281  ; 1970, 
pp.  271  ff. ; 1972,  pp.  366  f.  See  also  ‘Cove- 
nanting for  Union  in  Wales’  by  Paul  Ballard, 
in  Study  Encounter , Vol.  IX  No.  1,  1973, 
SE/37,  pp.  11  f.) 

The  Four  Denominations’  Committee 

The  Four  Denominations’  Committee, 
representing  the  Baptist,  Congregational, 
Methodist  and  Presbyterian  Churches  in 
Wales,  has  already  produced  a Scheme  of 
Union  ; this  plan  is  now  under  reconsideration 
by  the  Committee  following  the  reception  of 
comments  by  the  individual  churches. 

In  the  meantime  it  has  been  recognized 
that  preparation  for  union  must  be  carried 
on.  As  a first  step  in  this  direction  the  Com- 
mittee has  undertaken  a study,  and  produced 
a booklet,  outlining  the  various  possibilities 
for  greater  cooperation  at  all  levels  of  the 
negotiating  churches. 

The  types  of  cooperation  envisaged  are  the 
following  : joint  worship,  regular  exchange  of 
pulpits,  the  sharing  of  church  buildings,  the 
sharing  of  ministers,  team  ministries,  and 
various  types  of  shared  service  in  the  world. 

The  Committee  has  made  the  following 
recommendations  to  the  authorities  of  each 
of  the  participating  churches  : 

1.  That  they  should  approve  and  arrange 
consultations  at  district  and  local  levels 
between  those  responsible  for  Sunday 
pulpit  appointments. 

2.  That  they  should  acquaint  their  churches 
in  all  areas  with  the  provisions  of  the 
Sharing  of  Church  Buildings  Act. 

3.  That  they  should  press  ahead  with  con- 
sultations on  legal  solutions  to  the  prob- 
lem of  shared  ministers  and  should  en- 
courage such  schemes  where  there  is  local 
desire. 


4.  That  they  should  take  part  in  areas  of 
ecumenical  experiment  as  suggested  by 
the  Council  of  Churches  for  Wales. 

5.  That  they  should  ask  their  ministers  to 
consult  with  colleagues  in  other  denomi- 
nations with  a view  to  a possible  sharing 
of  duties,  particularly  where  problems  of 
distance  arise,  and  that  they  should  com- 
mend such  schemes  to  the  local  churches. 

(ER  1966,  p.  371  ; 1968,  p.  281  ; 1970, 
pp.  271  ff.  ; 1972,  pp.  366  f.) 


MIDDLE  EAST 

JORDAN,  SYRIA,  LEBANON 

United  Evangelical  Church  in  the  Arab 
Countries  : Evangelical  Episcopal  Church  (Dio- 
cese of  Jordan,  Lebanon  and  Syria) ; Evan- 
gelical Synod  of  Syria  and  Lebanon  (Presby- 
terian) ; National  Evangelical  Church  of 
Beirut  (Congregational)  ; Lutheran  Evangelical 
Church  in  Jordan 

This  negotiation  has  progressed  steadily 
since  the  last  report,  in  spite  of  the  political 
difficulties  in  this  part  of  the  world. 

The  negotiating  committee  last  met  in 
July  1972.  At  this  meeting  all  participating 
and  negotiating  churches  were  represented ; 
the  union  plan  was  submitted  and  unanim- 
ously adopted.  The  recommendation  was 
made  that  it  be  circulated  to  the  local  churches 
and  congregations.  A further  resolution  set 
up  six  regional  subcommittees  to  be  entrusted 
with  a mandate  to  explain  to  the  local  con- 
gregations why  the  negotiating  committee  had 
arrived  at  such  a plan  for  a united  church. 
It  was  also  decided  to  prepare  literature 
expounding  the  role  and  type  of  episcopacy 
envisaged  in  the  new  church. 

These  six  regional  committees  are  to  report 
back  to  the  central  committee  at  the  end  of 
January  1974,  thus  enabling  the  central 
negotiating  committee  to  assess  the  reactions 
of  the  various  churches  to  the  proposed  plan 
of  union,  and  making  it  possible  for  the 
committee  to  draw  up  a final  report  and 
circulate  it  to  negotiating  bodies.  It  will  also 
be  sent  to  sister  Orthodox  bodies  for  their 
reaction  prior  to  the  inauguration  of  the  new 
Near  East  Council  of  Churches,  which  is 
hopefully  to  take  place  in  April  1974. 


ECUMENICAL  CHRONICLE  321 


When  all  the  reactions  have  been  gathered, 
a final  meeting  is  proposed  in  July  1974  to 
adopt  the  proposed  plan  and  to  announce 
the  formation  of  the  new  united  church  of 
the  Middle  East. 

(ER  1964,  pp.  433  f. ; 1966,  pp.  373  f; 
1968,  p.  282 ; 1970,  pp.  273  f.) 


LATIN  AMERICA 

ARGENTINA  AND  URUGUAY 

The  Waldensians,  Disciples  of  Christ  and 
Methodists  have  been  cooperating  for  many 
years  in  the  River  Plate  area.  But  the  first 
fruit  of  this  cooperation  was  the  founding 
of  the  Facultad  Ev angelica  de  Teologia  (Union 
Theological  Seminary)  in  1943.  It  was  in 
this  seminary  that  the  first  meeting  planning 
greater  unity  took  place. 

In  1952  a proposal  was  presented  at  the 
Assembly  of  each  of  these  three  churches 
and  a Union  Committee  was  appointed.  The 
first  years  of  relationship  among  the  churches 
were  spent  in  becoming  acquainted.  Doc- 
trinal differences  were  discussed,  and  a draft 
confession  of  faith  was  written  and  approved 
by  the  three  churches.  Delegates  of  the  three 
were  officially  accepted  in  each  General  As- 
sembly, and  a Joint  Council  for  Christian 
Education  was  appointed  which  produced 
joint  educational  materials  and  a hymnbook. 

But  in  recent  years  each  of  the  three 
churches  has  been  reshaping  its  own  struc- 
ture, working  mainly  for  its  own  autonomy. 
By  1969  matters  regarding  union  had  come 
to  a standstill,  and  each  church  put  this 
question  to  its  respective  leader.  A consulta- 
tion was  convened  in  August  1970  to  plan 
for  the  future ; the  following  churches  at- 
tended this  meeting  : Waldensians,  Disciples 
of  Christ,  Methodist,  Lutheran,  Evangelical 
Church,  and  several  Reformed  and  Presbyt- 
erian groups.  A new  Committee  for  Church 
Unity  was  appointed,  which  began  its  work 
by  calling  each  of  these  churches  to  make  an 
official  decision  regarding  its  openness  to 
union.  In  1973  the  Anglican  Church  was 
also  integrated  into  this  committee. 

The  Union  Committee  is  now  working  on 
a project  to  develop  working  models  of  con- 
gregational integration  in  both  urban  and 
rural  areas.  Three  or  more  local  congrega- 


tions already  working  in  any  area  will  begin 
common  work  under  this  plan,  which  will 
eventually  bring  about  common  worship, 
service  and  witness.  A full-time  worker  will 
guide  this  project  in  consultation  with  the 
Union  Committee.  It  is  hoped  that  if  such 
a working  model  can  be  fashioned,  organic 
union  can  be  more  effectively  related  to  the 
mission  of  the  church.  If  this  is  successfully 
achieved,  each  Christian  and  each  congrega- 
tion would  feel  unity  is  an  integral  part  of 
Christian  discipleship. 


NORTH  AMERICA 

CANADA 

Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  of  Canada ; 
Lutheran  Church  in  America,  Canada  Section  ; 
Lutheran  Church,  Canada 

The  movement  of  Lutherans  toward  an 
indigenous  united  Lutheran  Church  in  Canada 
has  taken  an  encouraging  step  forward.  For 
fifteen  years  the  churches  have  been  talking 
unity  and  hoping  that  union  would  be  a pos- 
sibility in  the  future.  Now  the  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Church  of  Canada  has  issued  an 
invitation  to  the  other  two  bodies  to  nego- 
tiate to  bring  about  a union  ; the  ideal  of  a 
united  Lutheran  Church  becomes  a reality 
to  be  grappled  with. 

The  invitation  of  the  ELCC  came  in  June 
1972.  The  Lutheran  Church,  Canada,  re- 
sponded affirmatively  in  February  1973.  The 
Lutheran  Church  in  America,  Canada  Sec- 
tion, responded  in  similar  fashion  in  June 
of  that  year.  Thus,  when  the  unity  com- 
mittees of  the  three  churches  met  as  a Joint 
Commission  on  Inter-Lutheran  Relation- 
ships in  November,  the  issue  of  how  the 
task  of  effecting  a union  of  the  churches  was 
to  be  accomplished  received  serious  con- 
sideration. 

A plan  of  action  for  Lutheran  union  was 
formulated.  It  called  for  the  immediate 
formation  of  a theological  committee  which 
was  to  draw  up  documents  expressive  of 
the  new  church’s  projected  position  on  vital 
issues  of  faith  and  life.  Tension  areas  were 
to  be  given  special  concern.  To  receive  con- 
cerns from  the  fields  and  to  stimulate  efforts 
toward  local  consensus,  the  plan  called  for 
the  creation  of  consultation  teams  spear- 
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headed  by  church  officials  and  executives. 
Finally,  a committee  on  constitutions  was 
to  be  formed  which  would  concern  itself  with 
the  legal  shape  of  the  proposed  church’s  life. 

The  plan  calls  for  the  churches  to  be  in- 
volved throughout  the  process  of  planning 
and  shaping.  Already  in  1974  the  seven 
jurisdictional  conventions  will  feature  forums 
on  Lutheran  union  where  information  will  be 
shared  and  concerns  can  be  voiced.  The 
convention  exposure  is  expected  to  reach  all 
of  the  840  clergy  of  the  three  churches  and  a 
lay  delegate  from  each  of  the  1,014  con- 
gregations. 

A tentative  target  date  for  consummation 
of  the  union  is  1980.  The  united  church  would 
include  99.1%  of  Canada’s  Lutherans.  Pre- 
sent membership  of  the  three  churches  en- 
gaged in  the  negotiations  is  approximately 
300,000. 

(ER  1962,  p.  373  ; 1964,  pp.  436  f. ; 1966, 
p.  376;  1968,  p.  284;  1970,  pp.  275  f. ; 
1972,  p.  368.) 

Anglican  Church  of  Canada  ; Christian  Church 
(Disciples  of  Christ) ; United  Church  of 
Canada 

On  7 February  1973  the  General  Commis- 
sion on  Church  Union,  established  by  the 
negotiating  churches  in  1967,  presented  to 
the  Executive  of  the  Anglican  Church  of 
Canada,  the  Christian  Church  (Disciples  of 
Christ)  in  Canada,  and  the  United  Church 
of  Canada,  the  document  entitled  Plan  of 
Union. 

This  historic  act  by  the  General  Commis- 
sion on  Church  Union  was  the  culmination 
of  30  years  of  consultation  between  the 
Anglican  Church  of  Canada  and  the  United 
Church  of  Canada  with  the  participation 
since  1969  of  the  Christian  Church  (Disciples 
of  Christ)  in  Canada.  Plan  of  Union  itself  is 
based  upon  the  Principles  of  Union , a docu- 
ment accepted  in  1965  and  1966  by  the 
Anglican  and  United  Churches  and,  in  1969, 
by  the  Christian  Church  (Disciples  of  Christ) 
in  Canada,  as  the  basis  upon  which  Plan  of 
Union  would  be  built. 

The  presentation  of  Plan  of  Union  to  the 
churches  signalled  the  end  of  the  work  of  the 
General  Commission  and  its  five  Special 
Commissions,  which  had  involved  216  people 
across  Canada  in  five  years  of  consultation 
and  planning.  The  General  Commission  thus 


recommended  that,  as  of  31  May  1973,  the 
General  Commission  on  Church  Union  and 
its  Special  Commissions  be  dismissed  by  the 
churches  and  that  a smaller,  continuing  com- 
mittee, the  Committee  on  Union  and  Joint 
Mission,  be  established  to  assist  the  churches 
in  study  of  Plan  of  Union.  The  General  Com- 
mission did  not  make  any  recommendation 
to  the  churches  as  to  how  Plan  of  Union 
should  be  studied  nor  did  it  suggest  a time- 
table for  such  study  or  for  the  eventual 
voting  upon  the  Plan,  in  the  conviction  that 
these  matters  must  be  decided  by  the  churches 
themselves. 

The  Committee  on  Union  and  Joint  Mis- 
sion was  established  by  action  of  the  three 
churches  effective  1 June  1973.  The  Rev. 
Dr  R.  B.  Craig  who,  with  Canon  R.  R. 
Latimer,  had  served  as  Executive  Commis- 
sioners with  the  General  Commission,  be- 
came Executive  Secretary  of  the  new  Com- 
mittee. Canon  Latimer  retired  from  the 
active  ministry  on  1 July  1973. 

The  Committee  on  Union  and  Joint  Mis- 
sion, as  constituted  above,  is  considered  a 
Committee  of  the  three  churches  and  is 
authorized  to  report  to  the  three  national 
executives.  Its  work  is  to  be  enabling  and 
facilitating  rather  than  executive.  Its  main 
term  of  reference  is,  ‘To  develop  a climate 
for  a true  and  lasting  union,  particularly  by 
the  study  and  discussion  of  The  Plan  of 
Union  at  all  levels  of  the  church’s  life.’ 

It  thus  becomes  a Joint  Committee  to  assist 
the  negotiating  churches  in  their  study  and 
discussion  of  the  Plan  of  Union  and  in  the 
creation  of  a climate  suitable  to  a true  and 
lasting  union,  rather  than  being  an  Executive 
Committee  itself  directly  charged  with  the 
creation  of  this  climate  and  with  the  pro- 
grammes necessary  in  each  individual  church 
for  the  study  and  consideration  of  the  Plan. 

The  new  Committee  held  its  first  meetings 
in  June  and  October  1973  and  began  to  sort 
out  the  necessary  priorities  in  the  process  j 
leading  to  the  proper  climate  for  a decision 
on  Plan  of  Union.  Its  first  message  to  the 
executives  of  the  negotiating  churches  sug- 
gested that  a time-table  for  voting  on  Plan 
of  Union  was  important  and  that  there  should 
be  national  and  regional  conferences  of  the 
leadership  of  the  churches  to  co-ordinate 
study  plans  and  programmes  relating  to  Plan 
of  Union. 


ECUMENICAL  CHRONICLE  323 


The  time-table  for  voting  purposes  sug- 
gested by  the  Committee  is  as  follows  : 

1975  — First  submission  of  Plan  of  Union 

to  the  governing  bodies  of  the 
three  churches ; 

1976  — Plebiscites  and  votes  by  com- 

ponent bodies ; 

1977  — Re-submission  of  Plan  of  Union 

for  final  approval  if  approved  on 
previous  votes. 

The  Executive  of  the  General  Council  of 
the  United  Church  of  Canada  met  in  Novem- 
ber 1973  and  accepted  the  proposed  time- 
table, ‘subject  to  acceptance  by  the  other 
negotiating  churches’.  The  Executive  of  the 
Anglican  Church  of  Canada  and  the  Christian 
Church  (Disciples  of  Christ)  in  Canada, 
expect  to  deal  with  the  suggested  time-table 
at  their  meetings  in  early  1974. 

The  present  climate  for  church  union  in 
Canada  is  not  a favourable  one.  It  is  pos- 
sible to  say  that  at  no  time  since  1943  have 
so  many  of  the  clergy  and  members  of  the 
three  churches  been  involved  in  the  union 
discussions ; yet,  at  the  same  time,  this  in- 
volvement is  still  far  from  complete  and  is 
often  uninformed.  From  now  until  the 
voting  time-table  becomes  operative,  the 
churches  and  the  Committee  will  need  to 
concentrate  upon  education  about  the  Plan, 
if  there  is  to  be  a realistic  hope  of  its  being 
accepted  as  the  instrument  to  bring  into 
being  the  Church  of  Christ  in  Canada. 

(ER  1955,  pp.  76  f.  ; 1957,  p.  287  ; 1960, 
pp.  252  f.  ; 1962,  pp.  371  f. ; 1964,  p.  436  ; 
1966,  pp.  376  If. ; 1968,  pp.  284  ff. ; 1970, 
pp.  276  ff. ; 1972,  p.  368.) 

THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA 

Consultation  on  Church  Union  (USA)  : African 
Methodist  Episcopal ; African  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Zion  ; Christian  Church  (Disciples  of 
Christ)  ; Christian  Methodist  Episcopal ; Epis- 
copal ; Presbyterian  Church  in  the  US ; 
United  Church  of  Christ ; United  Methodist ; 
United  Presbyterian  in  the  USA 

The  past  two  years  within  the  Consultation 
on  Church  Union  (COCU)  have  been  marked 
by  a greater  level  of  maturity  and  new  and 
far-reaching  strategies  toward  organic  union 
amid  a changing  situation  in  the  church  and 
the  world. 


In  April  1973,  the  11th  plenary  met  at 
Memphis,  Tennessee  — in  the  city  and  on 
the  anniversary  of  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr’s 
assassination.  This  350-member  plenary  was 
structured  to  hear  the  churches’  responses  to 
A Plan  of  Union  for  the  Church  of  Christ 
Uniting  (1970)  and  to  chart  COCU’s  future 
accordingly.  A special  Implications  Team 
collated  and  evaluated  the  3,000  responses 
from  congregations,  ecumenical  study  groups, 
denominational  theological  commissions,  and 
others.  Their  report  was  the  major  resource 
for  the  plenary  (see  Digest  of  the  11th  Meeting 
of  COCU , Mid-Stream , Vol.  XII,  No  1, 
1973). 

After  hearing  the  results  of  the  study 
process  — undoubtedly  the  most  compre- 
hensive ecumenical  study  in  American  church 
history  — the  delegates  adopted  a statement. 
The  Way  Ahead , which  concluded : ‘The 
responses  show  a general  agreement  among 
the  churches  on  matters  of  faith,  worship 
and  the  basic  nature  of  the  church’s  ministry, 
but  a general  unreadiness  to  accept  the 
organizational  structures  proposed  for  a 
united  church.’  The  unfolding  agenda  for 
COCU,  therefore,  became  how  to  encourage 
maximum  action  on  the  theological  consensus 
and  how  to  discover  workable  forms  of 
Christian  community  in  the  church  union 
process.  The  Memphis  plenary  set  a new 
strategy  for  COCU,  saying,  ‘Viable  proposals 
for  organization  and  structures  of  the  Church 
of  Christ  Uniting  need  to  be  developed  out 
of  the  experiences  of  living  and  working 
together.  The  Consultation,  therefore,  sees 
the  next  stages  of  its  work  as  actively  involv- 
ing the  churches  in  working  together  at  the 
various  levels  of  their  life.  Growing  out  of 
this  experience,  a full  plan  of  union  can  be 
developed  for  a united  church  — catholic, 
evangelical,  and  reformed.’ 

At  Memphis,  COCU  also  identified  five 
developments  which  are  crucial  in  next  steps 
toward  a united  church : faith,  worship  and 
ministry ; institutional  racism  (and  com- 
pensatory action) ; ‘generating  communities’ 
(local  union  experiments) ; study  of  the  local 
expression  of  the  church : and  interim 
eucharistic  fellowship.  Special  commissions 
are  dealing  with  these  strategic  dimensions 
toward  organic  union,  and  each  will  report 
to  the  next  plenary  with  recommendations  of 
actions  to  be  taken  by  the  participating 
churches.  A Commission  on  Structures  for 
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Mission  is  developing  plans  for  joint  ministry 
and  mission  at  the  regional  levels  (dioceses, 
conferences,  presbytery  /synod)  which,  if  en- 
acted, will  bring  union  closer  to  reality. 

In  liturgical  growth  toward  union  a Com- 
mission on  Worship  has  published  An  Order 
for  the  Celebration  of  Holy  Baptism  (1973) 
and  an  experimental  lectionary,  and  will  begin 
work  soon  on  a second  eucharistic  service. 
COCU  also  has  a joint  commission  with  the 
Roman  Catholic  Bishops’  Committee  on  the 
Liturgy  which  is  in  the  final  stages  of  prepar- 
ing an  ecumenical  marriage  rite. 

On  21  May  1973,  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church  in  the  USA  reversed  its  decision  of 
twelve  months  before  and  voted  overwhelm- 
ingly (452-259)  to  return  to  full  participation 
in  COCU.  This  action  reveals  the  essential 
character  of  union  conversations  in  the  ful- 
filment of  the  ecumenical  calling,  and  reaffirms 
COCU’s  vision  of  a united  and  uniting 
church. 

Currently  COCU  is  focused  on  interim 
steps,  especially  at  local  and  regional  levels, 
which  will  allow  congregations  and  Chris- 
tians to  experience  more  deeply  the  unity 
of  Christ’s  Church  and  to  shape  the  eventual 
form  of  a united  church.  Documents  and 
models  offered  for  this  process  include 
Congregations  Uniting  for  Mission  (eight 
models  of  inter-congregational  relationships), 
Guidelines  for  Interim  Eucharistic  Fellowship , 
and  Generating  Communities  — A Way  Ahead 
toward  Church  Union  (all : Princeton,  N.J.  : 
COCU,  1973). 

The  12th  plenary  will  convene  on  4 Novem- 
ber 1974  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  will  con- 
tinue the  serious  explorations  of  organic 
union  in  the  changing  context  of  modern 
life  by  identifying  actions  which  the  churches 
can  take  to  achieve  a fully  committed  fel- 
lowship. 

(ER  1962,  pp.  377-379 ; 1964,  pp.  438  ff. ; 
1966,  pp.  379  f. ; 1968,  pp.  288-290 ; 1970, 
p.  279  ; 1972,  p.  370 ; see  also  the  article  by 
Paul  Crow  in  this  issue,  above,  p.  234.) 

Moravian  Church  in  America 

The  two  provinces  of  this  church  in  America 
have  been  conducting  union  negotiations  for 
a number  of  years.  A proposed  draft  consti- 
tution was  approved  by  the  Northern  Province 
of  the  Moravian  Church  in  America,  but 
failed  to  receive  the  necessary  three-fourths 


majority  in  the  1971  Synod  of  the  Southern 
Province.  This  ended,  for  the  time  being, 
any  further  attempt  to  bring  about  a con- 
solidation of  the  two  branches  of  this  church. 

In  1974  both  Provinces  of  the  church  will 
have  their  synod  meetings  again.  This  will 
be  the  first  synod  of  the  Northern  Province 
since  the  1971  synod  of  the  Southern  Province 
where  the  union  proposals  were  defeated. 
Since  the  synod  of  the  Southern  Province 
will  come  several  months  prior  to  the  synod 
of  the  Northern  Province,  there  is  a pos- 
sibility that  the  Southern  Province  will  review 
its  previous  action,  but  at  the  present  time 
it  is  not  anticipated  that  there  will  be  any 
such  change. 

The  two  branches  of  the  church  will  con- 
tinue to  work  together  closely,  however,  on 
a wide  variety  of  common  projects  including 
their  joint  theological  seminary,  a joint  Board 
of  Foreign  Missions,  and  a common  pub- 
lishing programme. 

(ER  1966,  p.  381  ; 1968,  p.  291  ; 1970, 
p.  280 ; 1972,  p.  369.) 

Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United  States ; 
United  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United 
States  of  America 

The  Joint  Committee  of  Twenty-four  men- 
tioned in  the  1970  survey  has  been  organized 
and  is  functioning.  At  its  last  meeting  in 
December  1973,  this  committee  studied, 
changed  and  edited  a rewritten  Book  of 
Government  and  Covenants  of  Agreement. 
The  Book  of  Service  is  to  be  studied  further 
and  edited  at  a later  date.  It  is  planned  that 
the  Book  of  Government  in  its  final  edited 
form  and  the  Covenants  of  Agreement,  along 
with  study  recommendations,  will  go  to  the 
General  Assemblies  of  the  two  churches 
meeting  concurrently  in  Louisville,  Kentucky, 
in  1974.  A recommendation  will  be  that  the 
particular  churches  and  judicatories  study 
the  Plan  of  Union  documents  during  1974 
and  1975  and  give  further  input  to  the  Joint 
Committee  for  revision.  It  is  then  planned 
that  the  final  constitutional  documents  and 
Covenants  of  Agreement  will  be  sent  to  each 
General  Assembly  in  1975  for  vote  and  sub- 
mittal to  the  presbyteries.  If  the  vote  of  the 
first  Assembly  and  the  presbyteries  is  positive 
and  fulfils  the  constitutional  requirements  for 
union  of  both  denominations,  the  Assemblies 
of  1976  will  vote  the  union  into  existence. 
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It  is  hoped  by  the  Joint  Committee  that 
the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United  States 
will  have  adopted  a new  Book  of  Confessions 
which  will  include  a 20th  Century  Declaration 
of  Faith  now  being  prepared  to  present  to 
the  1974  General  Assembly  of  that  church. 
Most  of  the  confessional  statements  con- 
tained in  the  constitutions  of  both  denomi- 
nations are  the  same ; however,  there  are  a 
few  differences  which  will  have  to  be  studied. 
Any  plan  of  union  will  therefore  have  to 
provide  some  way  to  combine  the  two  con- 
fessional parts  of  the  constitutions  of  the 
two  churches. 

At  the  December  1973  meeting,  it  became 
apparent  that  other  Presbyterian  bodies  are 
interested  in  becoming  full  members  of  the 
Joint  Committee  with  a view  towards  a much 
larger  union.  This  development  may  or  may 
not  complicate  present  negotiations.  At  any 
rate,  functional  unity  between  these  two 
churches  is  already  a reality  in  many  places, 
at  national,  regional  and  local  levels. 

(ER  1970,  pp.  280  f.) 

Reformed  Presbyterian  Church,  Evangelical 
Synod  ; Orthodox  Presbyterian  Church 

The  joint  committee  working  on  a plan  of 
union  has  now  completed  its  work  and  has 
submitted  the  Plan  (which  consists  of 
seven  parts)  to  all  of  the  churches  of  both 
denominations  for  study  by  the  elders. 

A first  vote  on  union  will  take  place  at  the 
Synod  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church 


and  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Orthodox 
Presbyterian  Church  in  June  1974.  If  this 
vote  is  favourable,  the  Plan  will  be  sent  to 
the  presbyteries  for  voting.  If  two-thirds  of 
them  vote  favourably,  union  of  the  two 
churches  will  take  place  in  the  spring  of  1975. 

(ER  1966,  p.  382 ; 1968,  p.  291  ; 1972, 
p.  369.) 

Wesleyan  Church ; Free  Methodist  Church 

These  two  churches  arising  out  of  John 
Wesley’s  Methodist  movement  have  now 
begun  serious  union  negotiations.  Their 
timetable  envisages  the  preparation  of  articles 
of  agreement  and  a new  constitution  for  1974, 
approval  of  such  articles  and  constitution  at 
the  general  conferences  of  the  Free  Methodist 
Church  in  1974  and  1975  and  approval  by 
the  general  conference  of  the  Wesleyan 
Church  in  1976. 

The  agreements  would  then  go  to  the  dis- 
tricts and/or  conferences  of  the  two  churches 
later  in  1976.  It  is  hoped  that  a new  Dis- 
cipline could  be  written  by  1978,  with  a 
possible  uniting  conference  also  occurring 
in  1978. 

When  this  union  is  completed  a new  church 
with  some  125,000  members,  and  300,000  in 
its  church  schools,  will  result. 

(ER  1960,  p.  22 ; 1962,  pp.  375  f.  ; 1964, 
p.  441  ; 1966,  p.  381  ; 1968,  p.  292  ; 1970, 

p.  281.) 


